
  Suffolk County Board of Ethics 
 

 Minutes of Meeting Held on 
June 11, 2014 

Office of the Board of Ethics 
335 Yaphank Avenue, Yaphank, New York 11980 

 
Meeting: Board Members present: Robin Long, Linda Spahr, Richard Halverson, Dennis O’Doherty, and 
Heather Palmore.  Staff present: Samantha Segal, Executive Director and Darlene Kurrass, Board 
Secretary, taking minutes. 
 
Ascertainment of Quorum: The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m. by Chairperson, Robin Long. A 
roll call was conducted and a quorum was present.  
 
Adoption of Agenda: A motion was made by Linda Spahr, seconded by Dennis O’Doherty, to adopt the 
agenda. Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (5-0-0).  
 
Adoption of Minutes: A motion was made by Linda Spahr, seconded by Dennis O’Doherty, to adopt the 
minutes of the May 27, 2014 Board Meeting as amended. Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved 
(5-0-0).  
 
Public Session: Robin Long opened Public Session. No members of the public were present and no 
written testimony was submitted. Robin Long closed public session.  
 
Chair Report: Robin Long, Chairperson, discussed the meeting with Samantha Segal, Executive Director, 
and George Nolan, Counsel to the Suffolk County Legislature, regarding the modification of the Suffolk 
County Lobbyists Law.  
 
Executive Director Report: Samantha Segal, Executive Director, reported and discussed the following 
with the Board:  

• Re-Certification Application for three-year extension of Board’s Ethics Laws Training Program 
sent to the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board; 

• Meeting with Acting Commissioner of Information Technology regarding computer 
programming, Financial Disclosure Statement E-Filing/Online Submission, etc., is scheduled; 

o Webpage:  Modify page skin (page background and header) and shorten address for 
training materials; 

• Space Committee approved relocation of Board of Ethics office; 
• General Counsel: 

o Lobbyist Law review; 
o Informal Investigation Procedures; 
o Contract Extension; 
o Quality assurance FDS review; 

• Issues of Warning Letters:  Three types; 
• Boards and Commissions Training Program under review; 
• 2014 FDS Review Initiative:  Suffolk County Form 22 and Dual/Outside Employment Reports 

SOP-A15 Form. 
 
Executive Session: At 10:00 a.m. a motion was made by Robin Long, seconded by Linda Spahr to go into 
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing ongoing confidential matters pertaining to one Board 
Investigation in accordance with the Suffolk County Administrative Code §A30-8 and the New York 
State Open Meetings Law. Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (5-0-0).  
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At 10:00 a.m. Robin Long recused (Recusal Number RL012014(6)) from participating in the discussion 
of Board Investigation 001-2014 and left the room. 
 
At 10:06 a.m. a motion was made by Richard Halverson, seconded by Linda Spahr to close Executive 
Session. Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (4-0-0) NP: Robin Long. 
 
Executive Session closed.  Robin Long returned to the room. 
 
2015 Budget Request:  The Board reviewed the 2015 Budget Request. 
 
At 10:20 a.m. Heather Palmore left the meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Robin Long, seconded by Richard Halverson to adopt the 2015 Budget Request as 
amended subject to determination of process to be used with regard to staff salaries.  Upon a vote being 
taken, motion was approved (4-0-0). 
 
Executive Director Report (Continued): Samantha Segal, Executive Director, reported and discussed the 
following with the Board: 
 

• Board Members training; 
• “Article of Interest;” 
• 2014 FDS Review Initiative:   

 
A motion was made by Linda Spahr, seconded by Robin Long to focus on Questions 2, 5, 11 and 22 for 
this year’s Financial Disclosure Statement review.  Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (4-0-
0). 
 
Executive Session: At 10:40 a.m. a motion was made by Robin Long, seconded by Richard Halverson to 
go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing ongoing confidential matters pertaining to two 
Miscellaneous Correspondences and one Post-Employment Review in accordance with the Suffolk 
County Administrative Code §A30-8 and the New York State Open Meetings Law. Upon a vote being 
taken, motion was approved (4-0-0).  
 
During Executive Session the Board discussed the following: 
 

• Post-Employment Review 001-2014; 
• M-004-2014; 
• M-005-2014. 

 
At 10:50 a.m. a motion was made by Robin Long, seconded by Dennis O’Doherty to close Executive 
Session. Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (4-0-0). 
 
New Business: Plain Language Guide to be re-distributed for Board review, Samantha Segal, Executive 
Director will begin FDS review, and ongoing matter: relocation of the Board of Ethics office. 
 
Lobbyist Law: The Board continued their ongoing discussion of the Suffolk County Lobbyist Law. 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be held on June 30, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Robin Long, seconded by Dennis O’Doherty to 
adjourn the meeting.  Upon a vote being taken, motion was approved (4-0-0) (11:50 a.m.) 
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