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“No public servant shall solicit or 
accept any gift having a value of $75 
or more…” Suffolk County Code §77-3 (E) 

Suffolk County Code 

§77-3. Prohibited 
Conduct 

Suffolk County 
Board of Ethics 

Suffolk County Code 
§ 77-3. Prohibited Conduct 
 

A.   A public servant who has an interest 
in a firm which is not prohibited by § 77-
2 shall not take any action as a public 
servant particularly affecting that 
interest. 
 
B.   No public servant shall engage in any 
business, transaction or private 
employment, or have any financial or 
private interest which is in conflict with 
the proper discharge of his or her official 
duties.  

 
C.  No public servant shall use his or her 
official position or office, or take or fail to 
take any action, in a manner which he or 
she knows or has reason to know may 
result in a personal financial benefit to 
himself or herself, a person or firm 
associated with the public servant, a 
customer or client of the public servant 
or any person from whom the public 
servant has received a gift or any goods 
or services for less than fair market 
value, during the preceding 12 months.  

 

Suffolk County Board of Ethics 

 

M.  No public servant shall give or 
promise to give any portion of his or her 
compensation or any money or valuable 
thing to any person in consideration of 
having been nominated, appointed, 
elected or employed as a public servant.  

 
N.  No public servant shall make personal 
use of County letterhead, personnel, 
equipment, supplies or resources.  
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Continued… 
 
D.  No public servant shall disclose any 
confidential information concerning the 
property, affairs or government of the 
County which is obtained as a result of 
the official duties of such public servant 
and which is not otherwise available to 
the public or use such information to 
advance any financial or private interest 
of the public servant or of any person 
associated with the public servant; 
provided, however, that this shall not 
prohibit any public servant from 
disclosing information concerning 
conduct which the public servant knows 
or reasonably believes to involve waste, 
inefficiency, corruption, criminal activity 
or conflict of interest.  

 
E.  No public servant shall solicit or 
accept any gift having a value of $75 or 
more from any person or firm which 
such public servant knows is or intends 
to become engaged in business dealings 
with the County.  

 
F.  No public servant shall receive 
compensation for performing any official 
duty except from the County or accept or 

Suffolk County Code §77-3. Prohibited Conduct 

receive any gift or gratuity from any 
person or entity whose interests will be 
affected by the public servant's official 
action or whose interests have been 
affected by the public servant's official 
action.  

 
G.  No public servant shall solicit, accept 
or receive any gift or gratuity from a 
lobbyist.  

 
H.  No public servant shall, for 
compensation, represent private 
interests before any County agency or 
appear directly or indirectly on behalf of 
private interests in matters involving the 
County. For a public servant who is not a 
County employee, this prohibition shall 
apply only to the agency served by the 
public servant.  

 
I.  No public servant shall appear as 
attorney or counsel against the interests 
of the County in any litigation in which 
the County is a party, or in any action or 
proceeding in which the County, or any 
public servant of the County, acting in 
the course of official duties, is a 
complainant, provided that this 
subsection shall not apply to an elected 
official representing himself or herself, 
or to a public servant employed by an 
elected official who appears as attorney 
or counsel for that elected official, in any 
litigation, action or proceeding in which 
the elected official has standing and 
authority to participate by virtue of his 
or her capacity as an elected official.  
This subsection shall not apply to an 
elected official who represents himself 
or herself in an election law matter or to 

a public servant who represents a 
defendant in a criminal proceeding.  For 
a public servant who is not a County 
employee, this prohibition shall apply 
only to the agency served by the public 
servant.  

 
J.  No public servant shall coerce or 
attempt to coerce, by intimidation, 
threats or otherwise, another public 
servant to engage in political activities or 
participate in a political campaign. 
Participation in a political campaign shall 
include managing or aiding in the 
management of a campaign, soliciting 
votes, circulating nominating petitions or 
canvassing voters for a particular 
candidate or performing similar acts 
which are unrelated to the public 
servant's duties or responsibilities.  

 
K.  No public servant shall compel, 
induce or request any person to make a 
monetary or in-kind contribution to any 
candidate for elected office, committee 
or political party under threat of 
prejudice to, or promise of, advantage in 
rank, compensation or other job-related 
status.  

 
L.  No public servant shall attempt to 
influence the course of any proposed 
legislation in the County Legislature that 
will affect an interest of the public 
servant or the interest of a person or 
firm associated with the public servant 
without publicly disclosing to the 
Legislature the nature and extent of the 
private interest.  
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