






 
 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

STEVEN BELLONE 
April 15, 2014 
 
Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory 
Suffolk County Legislators 
William Rogers Legislative Building 
725 Veterans Memorial Highway 
Smithtown, New York 11787 
 
Dear Presiding Officer Gregory & Suffolk County Legislators: 
 

I am pleased to present the third Capital Budget & Program of my Administration.  When I took office a little over two 

years ago, Suffolk County was still reeling from the impacts of the economic recession.  Working together, we have reduced the 

size of government, improved efficiencies, and built partnerships with New York State  - the result is a significant 

improvement to the County’s fiscal health. 

The County’s infrastructure, however, has taken a beating from a string of natural disasters and lean years where 

capital projects were pushed back, and then delayed yet again.   The County cannot simply “kick the can down the road” and put 

off implementation of critical capital projects – we must take action to repair and strengthen our roadways, improve our sewer 

systems, upgrade the backbone of our public safety system and continue to lay the foundations for economic growth.   While 

this program reflects our continued need for fiscal vigilance by trimming from last year's proposed 2015 plan, this proposal 

addresses our most pressing needs, investing in our infrastructure and laying the groundwork for a vibrant innovation 

economy.  Major project recommendations are highlighted below.  



ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

One of the most stubborn obstacles to growth in Suffolk County is the lack of a comprehensive transportation 

system.  While we have three lines of the LIRR stretching across the County, the rail network moves entirely in an 

east/west direction, making it impossible to easily move around the County without getting in a  car.  We need to make 

it easier and safer for people to travel around Suffolk County, but we cannot grow our economy by simply adding more 

cars to the roads.  We need to employ a multidimensional approach to address our current transportation situation, 

repairing, strengthening and expanding some of the County’s major arteries, but also creating a system which allows 

residents to move around without having to get in their automobiles.   

My Connect Long Island initiative is an innovative program to spur economic growth and build an innovation 

economy by supporting Transit Oriented Developments and building a transportation infrastructure that connects 

major transportation hubs to universities and downtowns through public transportation on major north-south 

corridors.  Creating a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system would provide high capacity public transit along corridors such 

as Nicholls Road, which could create dynamic links between Stony Brook University, Suffolk Community College, the 

Ronkonkoma Hub and Patchogue Village.  In support of Connect Long Island, the 2014 Modified Capital Budget includes 

funding for a Nicholls Road BRT study.   

The 2015-2017 Proposed Capital Program includes funds to repair, strengthen and improve County roadways.  

Major road projects funded in 2015 include the following: 

� $16.5 million for CR 16, Horseblock Road/LIRR Tracks Bridge Replacement, to replace the current bridge which 

is in a deteriorated condition and improve alignment on the approaches to the bridge (CP 5855); 

� $4.5 million for CR 10, Elwood Road, for full-depth pavement rehabilitation, asphalt resurfacing, drainage 

upgrades and sidewalk repair, from NYS Rte. 25 to NYS Route 25A (CP 5558); 

� $7.5 million for CR 12, Oak Street/Hoffman Avenue/Rail Road Avenue for full depth pavement patching, 

resurfacing, curb and sidewalk replacement, pavement marking , traffic signal modifications and culvert repair 

(CP 5575); 

� $3 million in planning funds for the replacement of the Smith Point Bridge, which is in a deteriorated condition 

(CP 5813); 



� $2 million in 2015 for CR 7, Wicks Road Corridor Study and Improvements (CP 5539); and 

� $6 million for pavement patching, creak sealing, resurfacing, drainage improvements, guide rails, and pavement 

markings (CP 5014). 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Suffolk County must continue to invest in projects which create sustainable economic growth.  The Proposed 

2015-2017 Capital Budget & Program includes funding for a number of projects which will enable and encourage our 

local economy to grow.  Connect Long Island is the County’s plan to reverse the brain drain that has plagued our region 

for nearly two decades and to build a vibrant innovation economy.  Highlights of economic development projects 

funded in 2015 include the following: 

� Suffolk County is committed to working with municipal and private sector partners in advancing important 

transit oriented developments like the Ronkonkoma Hub, through direct investments to infrastructure 

improvements.   $25 million in 2015 capital funds are included for sewer connection at the Ronkonkoma Hub 

(CP 8156), a major transit oriented development project being planned by the Towns of Islip and Brookhaven.  

This project will develop 50 acres of land near MacArthur Airport and the Ronkonkoma Train Station with a mix 

of residential, retail and office space, and is a major economic engine for our region’s future.  Suffolk County will 

construct a sewer pumping station and install piping to connect the Hub to the Southwest Sewer district.   

� $2.5 million is included for workforce housing infrastructure improvements (CP 6411).  This funding may be 

used for a variety of infrastructure improvements, such as sewer treatment plants, landscaping, sidewalks, road 

construction and drainage, components integral to the development of workforce housing. 

� $2.5 million is included for Jumpstart Suffolk, a source of quick funding to help shovel-ready economic 

development projects within Transit Oriented Developments (TODs) including those which encourage job 

creation, mixed use housing, and enhance public transportation (CP 6424). 

� $1 million is included for the acquisition of land for workforce housing (CP 8704). 



� $500,000 is included for Suffolk County’s downtown revitalization program, which will be used to assist with the 

redevelopment and revitalization of Suffolk’s downtowns (CP 6412). 

� $500,000 is included in planning funds in 2015 with another $5 million in construction funding in 2016 to 

partner with a college or university to participate in a STARTUP-NY project in a Suffolk County downtown, which 

will help create jobs and opportunities (CP 6427). 

� Suffolk Community College plays an important part in transforming our economy.  The College partners with 

local industry and offers both degree programs and workforce development and training programs to meet local 

business’ needs.   The 2015 Capital Budget includes $18.6 million (offset by 50% state aid) for the construction of 

a new Renewable Energy and STEM Center on the College’s Grant Campus (CP 2141).  This building will 

showcase the merits of renewable energy, and provide a facility where installation, repair and maintenance of 

renewable energy systems can be taught.  Stony Brook University will partner with the College by integrating 

cutting edge research projects into the curriculum and developing shared projects.  This venture will result in a 

powerful resource for development of the future workforce in the renewable energy and STEM disciplines. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Perhaps in no part of our government is the effort to improve efficiency as important as it is in law enforcement 

where inefficiency means that criminals remain on our streets.  Over the past two years, many of the problems I 

inherited have been addressed, innovative policing techniques have been implemented, and thanks to the dedication of 

the Suffolk County Police Department, crime is down.  

The County’s public safety infrastructure however is in need of upgrading.  I am therefore including significant 

funding in the Proposed 2015-2017 Capital Budget & Program for the following public safety related projects: 

� $11.9 million is included for the first phase of upgrading the County’s antiquated Police radio communications 

system from an analog system, to a digital IP based communications system (CP 3244).   



� The current system is outdated, outmoded and was unreliable during Superstorm Sandy.  The County 

must make a significant investment to upgrade our public safety communication system so that our 

Police and emergency personnel can effectively communicate in times of crises.   

� The new system will provide a secure and reliable backbone for all government communications 

throughout Suffolk County.   

� In 2015, major equipment and system hardware will be purchased and installed.  The 2016 Proposed 

Capital Budget includes an additional $10 million for the purchase and deployment of all radios and 

related equipment.   

� The Suffolk County Police Department’s vehicle inventory has been depleted over time, and the current rate of 

repair on existing vehicles has stretched the resources of the Department.  It is critically important that we 

assure our Police Officers have safe and properly equipped vehicles to respond to our residents.   

� To address this situation, my Performance Management Team is working with the Police Department, the 

Department of Public Works and the Department of Information Technology to address the backlog in 

police car repairs and the delay in commissioning new vehicles.  New policies and procedures will be 

implemented to streamline repairs and get new vehicles outfitted and out on patrol. 

� To replenish the fleet, I am including $5 million in the 2015 Proposed Capital Budget to purchase new 

public safety vehicles (CP 3512).   These actions taken together should assure that the Suffolk County 

Police Department has the vehicles necessary to provide protection for our public. 

� The County continues to work cooperatively with the New York State Commission of Corrections (COC) to assure 

our jail facilities meet State requirements.  Phase I of the new jail construction in Yaphank opened last year, with 

six new pods, a 60 bed dorm, an expanded Health Services area and new visitation and booking areas.   

� The COC is requiring that Suffolk County make provisions for Phase II jail construction, or risk losing 

current housing variances, which saves the County tens of millions of dollars annually.   

� I am therefore including over $110 million in capital funding in the Proposed 2015-2017 Capital Program 

for construction of Phase II of the Yaphank facility (CP 3008):  $2 million in planning funds are included 



for 2015; $55 million in construction funding is included in 2016; and $55 million in construction funding 

is included in 2017.    

� This is a prudent approach to handling the COC’s housing requirements in a timely fashion. 

 

SEWERS 

Nitrogen from wastewater discharge has had a disastrous effect on local water bodies, undermining our natural 

defenses.  In Suffolk County, three out of four homes are not sewered, which is in stark contrast to the national average 

of just one in four homes being unsewered.   Expanding our sewer system will cost billions of of dollars and take 

decades to implement, but it is critically important that we begin to tackle this issue, for the future of our sole source 

aquifer, and our waterways.   

Suffolk County is currently developing a comprehensive plan to expand sewering which will directly reduce 

nitrogen pollution.  This plan starts with targeting several critical areas that we know will deliver the greatest amount 

of nitrogen reduction for the dollars invested.   The plan involves sewering neighborhoods around critical river 

corridors, including the Carlls River, Connetquot River and Forge River.  A planning study is scheduled to commence in 

the Forge River corridor in the near future.  The Proposed 2015 Capital Program includes $2 million for a study to 

determine the benefits and viability of installing sewers in the Carlls River area (CP 8139).   

The Proposed 2015 Capital Budget is dominated by over $200 million in funding required to replace the outfall 

pipe for the Southwest Sewer District (CP 8108).  Funding for this project is included as sewer bonds, but the County 

has applied for state and federal funding to assist with the costs, including NY Rising funding, Hazard Mitigation 

Funding through FEMA and the Storm Mitigation Loan Program, which would provide 0% interest loans.  Replacing the 

outfall pipe will help protect the Bay from storm surges and other possible malfunctions.  Receipt of outside funding 

will help minimize the impact of the pipe replacement on sewer district ratepayers. 

The 2015-2017 Proposed Capital Program includes a variety of projects to repair and strengthen sewer districts 

across the County, including the following 2015 funded projects: 

� $1.25 million for Sewer District #11, Selden (CP 8117); 



� $2 million for improvements to Sewer Collection Systems, Sewer District #1, Port Jefferson (CP 8122); 

� $1.5 million for improvements to Sewer District #13, Windwatch (CP 8123); 

� $2 million for improvements to Sewer District #18, Hauppauge Industrial (CP 8126); 

� $3 million for improvements to Sewer District #20, William Floyd Ridgehaven (CP 8147); 

� $4.5 million for improvements to Sewer District #23, Coventry Manor (CP 8149); 

� $1 million for improvements to Sewer District #!, Port Jefferson (CP 8169); 

� $2 million for an inflow/infiltration study at Sewer District No 3, Southwest (CP 8181); 

 

 

The Proposed 2015 Capital Budget addresses a number of critical County infrastructure needs which cannot be 

ignored.  The total amount of serial bonds Proposed in 2015 is $31.9 million less than what was included in the 2014-2016 

Adopted Capital Budget for 2015 serial bonds.  The 2015-2017 Proposed Capital Program is a prudent plan, and while 

dominated by sewer bonds in 2015 for the Southwest Sewer District Outflow Pipe and the required jail construction in 2016 

and 2017, the plan contains a number of critically important infrastructure projects.  I ask the Legislature to partner with me 

to implement the proposed Capital Program -  working together we can dramatically improve the quality of life for our 

residents.  My staff and I are ready to answer any questions you may have regarding the Proposed Capital Budget & Program. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steven Bellone 

Suffolk County Executive 
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This Capital Program is dedicated to Carmine A. Chiusano.

His commitment and dedication to creating a capital program
that will benefit the citizens of Suffolk County for years to come

is unsurpassed. We will miss you “Paygo.”






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































