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COUNTY	OF	SUFFOLK	

	
OFFICE	OF	THE	COUNTY	EXECUTIVE	

STEVEN	BELLONE	
April	15,	2015	
	
Presiding	Officer	DuWayne	Gregory	
Suffolk	County	Legislators	
William	Rogers	Legislative	Building	
725	Veterans	Memorial	Highway	
Smithtown,	New	York	11787	
	
Dear	Presiding	Officer	Gregory	&	Suffolk	County	Legislators:	
	

I	am	pleased	to	present	you	with	the	fourth	Capital	Budget	&	Program	of	my	Administration.		Reflecting	back	on	the	last	
three	years,	it	is	exciting	to	see	the	real	progress	we	have	made	on	the	issues	that	matter	most	by	working	together.		I	have	never	
been	more	optimistic	about	our	region	and	our	ability	to	move	Suffolk	County	forward	than	I	am	right	now.			This	proposed	2016‐
2018	Capital	Budget	&	Program	continues	to	put	actions	behind	our	words	by	advancing	several	critical	initiatives,	including	
reclaiming	our	region’s	water	quality,	and	addressing	the	fundamental	challenge	of	our	time,	reversing	the	trend	of	young	people	
leaving	our	region.				

The	Proposed	2016‐2018	Capital	Budget	&	Program	was	crafted	with	several	guiding	principles:		keep	the	amount	of	
serial	bond	debt	to	a	minimum;	fund	projects	which	leverage	State	and	Federal	aid	and	private	dollars;	and	invest	in	projects	
which	will	grow	our	economy	and	improve	quality	of	life.		Overall,	the	amount	of	serial	bond	funding	Proposed	in	2016	is	less	
than	what	was	Adopted	in	2015,	despite	the	inclusion	of	$29.4	million	in	serial	bonds	for	open	space	and	water	quality	projects,	
as	required	by	the	voter	referendum	I	proposed	and	which	was	overwhelmingly	adopted	by	Suffolk	County	voters	last	year.				The	
Proposed	Capital	Program,	however,	is	robust	due	to	a	significant	influx	of	state	and	federal	aid	driven	by	the	initiatives	we	have	



 
 

undertaken.		The	General	Fund	Property	Tax	Impact	to	the	average	Suffolk	County	homeowner’s	tax	bill	of	this	Proposed	2016‐
2018	Capital	Budget	&	Program	is	almost	17%	less	than	the	impact	of	the	2015‐2017	Adopted	Capital	Program,	due	in	part	to	the	
leveraging	of	State	and	Federal	aid.	

Two	major	initiatives	dominate	the	2016‐2018	Proposed	Capital	Program:	

 Connect	Long	Island,	Suffolk	County’s	innovative	and	comprehensive	economic	development	plan	which	seeks	to	reverse	
the	trend	of	young	people	leaving	our	region.		Connect	Long	Island	concentrates	on	the	main	issues	driving	young	people	
away:	high	costs,	lack	of	transportation	options,	lack	of	quality,	affordable	rental	housing,	a	lack	of	that	type	of	housing	in	
environments	that	young	people	want	to	live	in	and	a	lack	of	high	paying	jobs.			Not	only	does	Connect	Long	Island	leverage	
our	considerable	regional	assets,	the	projects	related	to	it	will	make	the	best	use	of	limited	Suffolk	County	serial	bonds	by	
leveraging	additional	public	and	private	sector	investments,	including	positioning	Suffolk	County	to	tap	into	a	new	$550	
million	transformative	projects	program,	recently	created	in	the	2015‐2016	Adopted	New	York	State	budget.	

 Reclaim	our	Water,	a	major	initiative	to	address	the	decades	long	decline	of	our	region’s	water	quality.		This	initiative	has	
three	major	priorities:		fortify	our	existing	wastewater	infrastructure;	sewer	targeted	areas	and	pilot	alternative/	
innovative	on‐site	wastewater	treatment	systems.		This	Capital	Program	reflects	that	thanks	to	our	partners	at	the	State	
and	Federal	level,	Suffolk	County	will	receive	$383	million	in	funding	for	projects	to	improve	water	quality	and	coastal	
resiliency.		This	budget	contains	additional	water	quality	projects	including	long	deferred	maintenance	of	some	of	our	most	
critical	water	quality	infrastructure.				

Because	of	our	hard	work	to	defer	the	need	to	build	Phase	II	of	the	jail	in	Yaphank,	I	am	proud	to	propose	a	Capital	
Program	which	makes	historic	investments	in	economic	development	and	water	quality,	contains	$29.4	million	for	water	quality	
projects	approved	by	Suffolk	County	voters	and	is	still	below	the	2015	Adopted	Capital	Program	for	serial	bonds.		I	urge	the	
Legislature	to	return	this	Capital	Budget	&	Program	to	me	intact,	and	join	me	in	sending	a	strong	message	that	we	can	make	
critical	investments	while	keeping	down	costs	for	Suffolk	County	taxpayers.		My	staff	and	I	are	ready	to	answer	any	questions	you	
may	have.			

Sincerely,		
	

Steven	Bellone		
Suffolk	County	Executive	



 
 

OVERVIEW	OF	THE	2016‐2018	PROPOSED	CAPITAL	BUDGET	&	PROGRAM	

To	build	anything	well,	you	must	start	with	a	solid	foundation.		The	foundation	of	any	government	is	its	budget,	and	when	
I	became	County	Executive	three	years	ago,	the	foundation	was	not	sound.		We	came	together	to	make	many	difficult	decisions	
which	saved	taxpayer	dollars,	reduced	the	size	of	government,	and	have	worked	cooperatively	to	repair	our	finances.		We	have	
delivered	three	consecutive	balanced	budgets	that	have	frozen	the	County	General	Fund	Tax	and	kept	taxes	under	Governor	
Cuomo’s	tax	cap.		And	while	we	still	have	fiscal	issues	to	address,	the	foundation	of	our	government	is	much	sturdier	today	than	it	
was	three	years	ago.			

Overall,	the	amount	of	
serial	bond	funding	Proposed	in	
2016	(excluding	projects	related	
to	the	Voter	Referendum	on	Water	
Quality),	is	25%	less	than	that	
included	in	the	2015	Adopted	
Capital	Budget.		The	adjacent	
chart	compares	the	2015	Adopted	
Serial	Bond	funding	to	what	has	
been	proposed	in	2016:	

	

	

	

	

	



 
 

The	2016	Proposed	Capital	Budget	is	funded	primarily	by	sources	other	than	serial	bonds	–	overall,	75%	of	all	costs	
proposed	in	2016	are	funded	by	sources	other	than	serial	bonds,	minimizing	the	impact	on	Suffolk	taxpayers.		

	

	New	York	State	has	made	an	historic	commitment	in	the	2015‐2016	Adopted	State	Budget	to	provide	$550	million	for	
transformative	regional	economic	development	projects	on	Long	Island.		The	funding	choices	made	in	this	capital	budget	and	



 
 

program	puts	Suffolk	County	in	a	stronger	position	to	leverage	both	public	funds	through	New	York	State	as	well	as	private	funds	
for	these	transformative	projects.	

I	was	pleased	to	work	with	Presiding	Officer	Gregory	and	the	bipartisan	Capital	Budget	Debt	Reduction	Committee,	which	
sought	to	review	“pipeline	debt”	(outstanding	authorized	but	unissued	debt)	in	order	to	better	align	the	size	of	the	capital	
program	with	the	County’s	ability	to	pay.		Through	the	work	of	this	Committee,	$80	million	in	pipeline	debt	and	unused	capital	
fund	authorizations	were	identified	and	reduced	last	year.		Going	forward,	we	will	continue	to	monitor	the	capital	program	to	
eliminate	pipeline	debt	wherever	possible,	and	as	is	evident	from	this	Proposed	Capital	Budget	&	Program,	I	am	committed	to	
finding	funding	streams	other	than	those	that	add	to	the	County’s	long	term	debt.	

This	year,	the	County	provided	a	tax	freeze	for	residents	in	the	Southwest	Sewer	District.			We	are	seeking	ways	to	
responsibly	provide	tax	relief	for	these	residents	going	forward.		A	major	source	of	tax	relief	in	Southwest	will	result	from	
funding	a	number	of	sewer	projects	in	the	2016‐2018	Capital	Budget	&	Program	with	cash	from	reserve	funds	rather	than	
through	the	issuance	of	bonds.		By	not	incurring	debt	service	for	these	projects,	taxpayers	in	the	Southwest	Sewer	District	will	
save	over	$100	million	in	debt	service.			

Another	source	of	savings	in	the	County’s	capital	program	is	the	discontinuance	of	Capital	Project	3008,	New	Replacement	
Correctional	Facility	at	Yaphank	–	Phase	II.				Under	a	New	York	State	Court	Ordered	Settlement	based	on	a	2004	Needs	
Assessment,	Suffolk	County	had	been	required	to	begin	construction	on	Phase	II	of	the	jail	this	year,	constructing	360	new	beds	in	
Yaphank.		Suffolk	County	recently	reached	an	agreement	with	New	York	State	to	lift	this	mandate,	and	the	County	is	not	required	
to	construct	new	beds	at	this	time.		A	number	of	factors	have	led	to	this	decision	by	New	York	State:		Suffolk’s	efforts	to	enhance	
diversionary	programs,	curb	recidivism	and	reduce	crime	through	intelligence	led	policing	have	resulted	in	significant	declines	n	
the	County’s	jail	population.		

The	$112	million	in	serial	bonds	which	were	slated	for	CP	3008	in	last	year’s	Adopted	Capital	Budget	have	been	removed	
from	the	capital	program.		The	State	will	reevaluate	Suffolk’s	need	for	additional	beds	in	three	to	five	years.		To	assure	that	we	
will	not	need	to	construct	new	beds,	the	Suffolk	Saves	initiative	is	being	implemented,	a	multi‐agency	program	which	combines	
and	enhances	diversionary	programs,	recidivism	reduction	programs,	alternatives	to	incarceration	programs	and	collaborates	
with	school	districts	to	focus	on	early	intervention.		The	Suffolk	Saves	program	is	about	saving	lives,	restoring	communities	and	
saving	money.		And	by	not	having	to	build	new	jail	beds	this	year,	we	are	effectively	saving	Suffolk	taxpayers	more	than	$300	



 
 

million	in	debt	service	payments	and	operating	costs	over	the	next	twenty	years,	and	can	focus	our	capital	funds	on	
projects	that	directly	improve	the	lives	of	our	residents.	

MAJOR	INITIATIVES	FUNDED	IN	THE	2016‐2018	PROPOSED	CAPITAL	BUDGET	&	PROGRAM	

CONNECT	LONG	ISLAND	

Our	future	prosperity	is	largely	dependent	upon	the	economic	consequences	of	the	choices	we	make	today.		To	address	
the	trend	of	young	people	leaving	our	region	at	rates	higher	than	any	other	region	in	the	nation,	we	are	implementing	an	
innovative	and	comprehensive	economic	development	plan,	Connect	Long	Island.		According	to	a	recent	report	prepared	for	the	
Long	Island	Index,	the	decrease	in	the	number	of	25‐34	year	olds	in	our	total	population	is	more	prominent	in	Suffolk	&	Nassau	
Counties	than	nationwide,	our	regional	population	is	projected	to	grow	older,	and	the	population	aged	15‐29	will	experience	an	
absolute	decline	going	forward.		Young	workers	are	critical	to	a	sustainable	and	thriving	local	economy,	and	the	lack	of	
environments	which	support	young	workers	hinders	the	County’s	competitiveness.		To	both	keep	our	young	people	here	and	to	
attract	the	high	knowledge,	high	skilled	workers	necessary	to	build	an	innovation	economy,	we	need	to	make	our	region	more	
attractive	to	tomorrow’s	workforce.			

Connect	Long	Island	concentrates	on	the	main	issues	driving	young	people	away:	high	costs,	lack	of	transportation	
options,	lack	of	quality,	affordable	rental	housing,	a	lack	of	that	type	of	housing	in	environments	that	young	people	want	to	live	in	
and	a	lack	of	high	paying	jobs.		The	program	focuses	on	the	following	five	major	goals:	

1. Align	land‐use	and	transportation	plans.	

 Sustainable	growth	requires	coordinating	land‐use	planning	with	transportation	planning.		A	Transit	
Oriented	Development	(TOD)	is	a	mixed‐use	development	designed	to	maximize	access	to	transit	and	
encourage	its	use.		TOD	projects	currently	underway	or	planned	in	Suffolk	County	include	Wyandanch	
Rising,	the	Ronkonkoma	Hub,	the	Heartland	Project	&	the	Huntington	Station	Reviliazation.	

2. Make	supportive	transit	investments	to	connect	existing	and	proposed	developments.	

 Infrastructure	investments	on	connecting	existing	and	proposed	developments	by	expanding	mass	transit	
service	are	important	to	support	mixed‐use	developments	and	stimulate	economic	development.	

	



 
 

3. Develop	north‐south	mass	transit	connections	to	increase	mobility.	

 Limited	transportation	options	are	often	the	greatest	barrier	to	economic	growth,	especially	in	auto‐
dependent	suburban	communities.		Long	Island	lacks	a	single	north‐south	mass	transit	connection,	making	
traveling	without	a	car	extremely	difficult.		North‐south	transit	connections	throughout	the	County	will	
provide	untapped	potential	to	drive	economic	growth.	



 
 

4. Connect	educational	and	research	institutions	and	identify	innovation	zones.	

 Suffolk	County	is	home	to	world‐renowned	research	institutions	such	as	Cold	Spring	Harbor	Laboratory,	
Brookhaven	National	Laboratory	and	Stony	Brook	University.		However,	there	is	currently	no	regional	plan	
to	ensure	that	companies	that	emerge	from	these	institutions	have	an	opportunity	to	locate	and	grow	
locally.		These	institutions	need	to	be	connected	to	our	development	hubs	so	that	they	are	easily	accessible	
by	mass	transit	to	attract	the	best	and	brightest	in	our	region.	

5. Connect	new	and	existing	recreational	assets	and	downtowns	

 Suffolk	County	has	a	vast	array	of	recreational	assets	and	downtowns	which	are	detached.		Implementing	an	
integrated	series	of	hiking	and	biking	trails	to	connect	Suffolk’s	historic	downtowns	and	existing	
recreational	resources	with	one	another	and	more	than	50,000	acres	of	open	space	will	create	an	
unsurpassed	recreational	ecosystem	for	both	our	residents	and	the	young	workers	we	need	to	keep	and	
attract.	

Connect	Long	Island	would	effectively	create	a	network	of	vibrant	downtowns,	filled	with	innovation	jobs,	interconnected	
through	quality	public	transportation	and	connected	to	our	research	centers,	job	centers,	universities	and	parks	and	open	space.	

Targeting	infrastructure	investments	into	our	downtowns	in	the	form	of	sewers,	housing	and	transportation	are	some	of	
the	elements	of	Connect	Long	Island	which	the	County	can	directly	address.		The	2016‐2018	Proposed	Capital	Budget	&	Program	
includes	a	significant	investment	in	projects	which	move	Connect	Long	Island	forward	and	will	leverage	significant	additional	
public	and	private	sector	investment,	including	the	following:	

 CP	5597,	Connect	Long	Island	–	Nicolls	Road	–	The	reconstruction	of	CR	97,	Nicolls	Road,	to	a	multimodal	
transportation	corridor	will	improve	mobility	and	connectivity	to	regional	assets,	enhance	and	promote	economic	
growth	and	minimize	adverse	environmental	impacts	of	traffic	congestion.		Funding	for	this	project	is	leveraged	by	
Federal	highway	transportation	funding.	

 CP	8156,	Ronkonkoma	Hub	‐	The	Ronkonkoma	Hub	is	a	major	TOD	project	in	the	Town	of	Brookhaven	
immediately	adjacent	to	Long	Island	MacArthur	Airport	in	the	Town	of	Islip.		A	private	developer	will	construct	
over	600,000	square	feet	of	mixed	residential,	retail,	and	office	space	on	approximately	50	acres	of	land	north	of	
the	Long	Island	Railroad	tracks	at	the	Ronkonkoma	train	station.			This	capital	project	meets	Suffolk	County’s	
commitment	to	connect	the	Ronkonkoma	Hub	project	to	the	Southwest	Sewer	District.	



 
 

 CP	6411,	Infrastructure	Improvements	for	Workforce	Housing/Connect	Long	Island	–	Funding	is	provided	to	
qualified	projects	for	infrastructure	improvements	related	to	workforce	housing,	such	as	sewer	treatment	plants,	
landscaping,	sidewalks,	road	construction	and	drainage	through	this	capital	project.			

 CP	6412,	Suffolk	County	Downtown	Revitalization	Program	–	Funding	for	the	redevelopment	and	revitalization	
of	Suffolk	County’s	downtowns	is	provided	in	this	project.		Funds	are	awarded	on	a	competitive	basis	by	a	merit‐
based	scoring	system.	

 CP	6424,	Jumpstart	Suffolk/Connect	Long	Island	–	This	project	provides	funding	to	support	transit	oriented	
development	projects	that	are	shovel	ready	or	are	in	the	advanced	planning	stages.		Funding	is	provided	to	a	local	
municipal	partner	to	advance	projects	which	are	transportation	centered,	which	provide	a	mix	of	uses	including	
residential,	commercial,	office	and	recreational	with	a	focus	on	great	design	and	the	creation	of	superior	public	
spaces	in	a	vibrant	downtown.			

 CP	6427,	START‐UP	NY/Suffolk	County	–	START‐UP	NY	is	a	State	economic	development	program	to	create	new	
jobs	by	stimulating	growth	for	emerging	innovation	companies	in	tax‐free	zones	throughout	the	State.		Through	
this	capital	project,	we	can	help	create	private	sector	jobs	by	locating	START‐UP	NY	sites	in	Suffolk	County’s	
existing	and	emerging	transit	oriented	downtowns.			

 CP	8704,	Acquisition	of	Land	for	Workforce	Housing	–	Ongoing	funds	for	the	acquisition	of	land	for	workforce	
housing	developments	are	provided	through	this	project.	

 CP	7191,	Connect	Trails	–	Suffolk	County	–	Connecting	new	and	existing	recreational	assets	and	downtowns	is	a	
key	component	of	Connect	Long	Island.		This	project	provides	funds	to	help	plan	and	implement	an	integrated	
series	of	hiking	and	biking	trails	to	connect	Suffolk	County’s	historical	downtowns	and	existing	trails	with	one	
another	and	more	than	50,000	acres	of	open	space.	

 CP	8195,	Huntington	Station	Hub	‐	A	new	capital	project	is	proposed	for	construction	of	a	pump	station	and	force	
main	to	convey	the	sewage	from	the	re‐development	of	the	Huntington	Station	area	to	the	Southwest	Sewer	
District	No.	3.		The	Town	of	Huntington	is	revitalizing	Huntington	Station	and	creating	a	transit	oriented	
downtown.		Suffolk	County	is	partnering	with	the	Town	of	Huntington	in	these	revitalization	efforts,	providing	
Jumpstart	funds	for	various	infrastructure	improvements	and	collaborating	on	the	development	of	veterans	



 
 

housing.		The	Huntington	Station	LIRR	stop	is	a	vital	east‐west	transportation	connection	and	a	study	to	examine	
implementing	a	bus	rapid	transit	(BRT)	line	is	currently	underway.			

 CP	8198,	Sewer	Feasibility	Study	for	Downtown	Central	Islip	‐	Sewering	downtown	Central	Islip	could	result	in	
increased	opportunities	and	investment	into	the	community.		Because	of	the	proximity	to	existing	sewer	
infrastructure,	this	downtown	is	a	prime	candidate	for	sewer	expansion.				

RECLAIM	OUR	WATER	

A	major	challenge	we	face	is	the	decades	long	decline	of	our	region’s	water	quality.		Water	is	everything	to	us	on	Long	
Island,	it’s	our	economy,	our	quality	of	life	and	our	drinking	water	sits	beneath	our	feet.		The	alarming	increase	of	nitrogen	
pollution	from	septics	and	cesspools	in	Suffolk	County’s	surface	and	ground	waters	is	leading	toward	an	ecological	collapse.				To	
address	this	issue,	last	year,	we	launched	the	“Reclaim	our	Water”	initiative	with	three	major	priorities:		fortify	our	existing	
wastewater	infrastructure;	sewer	targeted	areas	and	pilot	alternative/innovative	on‐site	wastewater	treatment	systems.	

	

Last	year	I	had	identified	several	priority	regions	in	Suffolk	County	to	target	for	sewage	upgrades:		densely	populated	
areas	surrounding	the	Forge	River,	Patchogue	River,	Connetquot	River	and	Carlls	River.		70%	of	the	nitrogen	pollution	in	the	



 
 

Great	South	Bay	comes	from	unsewered	residential	properties	and	Suffolk	County	has	360,000	unsewered	homes,	which	is	more	
than	the	entire	State	of	New	Jersey.		Sewering	is	not	only	is	critical	to	addressing	nitrogen	in	our	waters,	but	it	is	potentially	the	
most	important	thing	we	can	do	for	the	economic	success	of	our	downtown	areas.		The	cost	of	sewering	is	too	great	for	the	
residents	of	Suffolk	County	to	shoulder	on	their	own.		Working	with	Governor	Cuomo	and	our	partners	in	New	York	State,	
Senator	Schumer	and	our	federal	partners,	Suffolk	County	has	secured	funding	of	$383	million	which	will	allow	us	to	make	
the	largest	investment	in	clean	water	in	40	years.			The	Forge	River,	Carlls	River,	Patchogue	River	&	Connetquot	River	have	all	
been	impacted	by	high	nitrogen	loads,	harmful	algal	blooms,	depleted	coastal	resiliency,	loss	of	wetlands,	seagrass	and	shellfish	
and	are	all	considered	“impaired	water	bodies”	by	a	2000	NYS	Department	of	Environmental	Conservation	declaration.	

	The	2016‐2018	Proposed	Capital	Program	includes	funding	for	the	following	projects:	

 CP	8134,	Forge	River	Nitrogen	Reduction	Project	–	This	project	will	construct	a	new	sewage	treatment	plan	and	
collection	system	in	the	Mastic‐Shirley	area.			

 CP	8139,	Carlls	River	Nitrogen	Reduction	Project	–	This	project	will	extend	the	Southwest	Sewer	District	No.	3	
into	North	and	West	Babylon	and	Wyandanch.			

 CP	8157,	Connetquot	River	Nitrogen	Reduction	Project	–	This	project	would	extend	the	Southwest	Sewer	
District	No.	3	into	the	Great	River	area.	

 CP	8196,	Patchogue	River	Nitrogen	Reduction	Project	–	This	project	would	tie	into	the	Patchogue	Sewer	
District	Plan.	

 CP	8197,	Planning	and	Design	for	Nitrogen	Reduction	Projects	–	The	project	provides	for	the	planning	and	
design	work	required	for	the	four	nitrogen	reduction	programs	(Forge	River,	Carlls	River,	Connectquot	River	&	
Patchogue	River)	

 CP	8235,	Peconic	Bay	Estuary	Program	–	The	Peconic	Estuary	Program	(PEP)	is	one	of	28	nationally	significant	
estuaries	included	in	the	National	Estuary	Program	administered	by	the	US	EPA.		The	program	seeks	to	protect	and	
improve	water	and	sediment	quality	and	living	resources	in	the	Peconic	Estuary.				

	

	



 
 

	

 CP	8108,	Outfall	at	Sewer	District	No.	3,	Southwest	–	Replacement	of	the	outfall	pipe	at	the	Southwest	Sewer	
District	plant	has	been	a	known	issue	which	has	not	been	addressed	for	years.		If	the	existing	pipe	fails,	there	would	
be	additional	nitrogen	pollution	into	the	Great	South	Bay	through	partially	treated	discharge.		While	we	seek	to	
expand	the	Southwest	Sewer	District	and	connect	more	areas	to	sewers,	it	is	critical	that	we	address	the	existing	
infrastructure	needs.		The	replacement	of	the	outfall	pipe	is	fully	funded	and	is	moving	forward:		design	of	the	
replacement	outfall	and	supporting	fieldwork	has	been	initiated	and	environmental	approvals	are	complete.				The	
construction	will	be	going	out	to	bid	in	the	near	future.	



 
 

	

Suffolk	County	Drinking	Water	Protection	Program	

 In	November	of	2014,	two‐thirds	of	Suffolk	County	voters	approved	Proposition	5‐2014,	enacting	the	provisions	of	
a	Charter	Law	I	proposed,	Resolution	No.	579‐2014,	“A	Charter	Law	Amending	the	¼%	Suffolk	County	Drinking	
Water	Protection	Program	(DWPP)	for	Enhanced	Water	Quality	Protection,	Wastewater	Infrastructure	And	General	
Property	Fund	Tax	Relief	for	Suffolk	County.”					

 This	Proposition	recognized	the	essential	nature	of	the	Drinking	Water	Protection	Program	to	the	well‐being	of	the	
County’s	drinking	water	supply	and	required	$29.4	million	in	serial	bonds	be	issued	through	the	Capital	Program	
for	water	quality	protection	program	projects.		In	accordance	with	the	will	of	the	people	of	Suffolk	County,	my		
2016‐2018	Proposed	Capital	Budget	and	Program	includes	three	capital	projects	which,	as	stipulated	in	the	
legislation,	provide	a	total	of	$29.4	million	in	2016	serial	bond	funds	as	follows:	

 CP	8732,	Water	Quality	Protection	–	2014	Referendum	–	Land	Purchases:		$20	million	in	2016	serial	
bond	funding	to	acquire,	by	fee,	lease	or	easement,	interests	in	land	associated	with	the	Suffolk	County	
Drinking	Water	Protection	Program.			

 CP	8733,	Water	Quality	Protection	–	2014	Referendum	–	Water	Quality:		$4.7	million	in	2016	serial	
bond	funding	to	be	used	for	water	quality	protection	and	restoration	program	and	land	stewardship	
initiatives	projects	as	set	forth	in	the	Suffolk	County	Drinking	Water	Protection	Program.			

 CP	8734,	Water	Quality	Protection	–	2014	Referendum	–	Improvement	Projects:		$4.7	million	in	serial	
bond	funding	to	be	used	for	installation,	improvements,	maintenance	and	operation	of	sewer	infrastructure	
and	sewage	treatment	plans	and	for	the	installation	of	residential	and	commercial	enhanced	nitrogen	
removal	septic	systems	as	set	forth	in	the	Suffolk	County	Drinking	Water	Protection	Program.	

	

	

	



 
 

SUFFOLK	COUNTY	COMMUNITY	COLLEGE		

 The	2016‐2018	Proposed	Capital	Budget	&	Program	continues	to	make	significant	investments	in	the	facilities	and	
infrastructure	of	all	three	Suffolk	County	Community	College	(SCCC)	campuses.		Over	the	last	few	years,	the	County	has	
made	an	unprecedented	commitment	to	the	College,	not	only	with	increases	to	the	annual	County	contribution,	but	
also	with	funding	major	infrastructure	improvements.				

 Over	$110	million	has	been	committed	recently	to	SCCC	for	the	following	major	projects:	

 CP	2120,	Health	&	Sports	Facility	Eastern	Campus	–	to	be	constructed	this	year;		
 CP	2159,	Learning	Resource	Center,	Grant	Campus	‐	to	be	constructed	this	year;	
 CP	2141,	Renewable	Energy	&	Stem	Center	,	Grant	Campus	–	funding	to	be	appropriated	this	year;	
 CP	2189,	Montauk	Learning	Resource	Center,	Eastern	Campus	–	construction	recently	completed;		
 CP	2174,	Science,	Technology	and	General	Classroom	Building,	Ammerman	Campus	–	construction	recently	

completed.		
	

 SCCC	projects	are	50%	funded	by	New	York	State,	allowing	the	County	to	maximize	use	of	taxpayer	dollars.		We	
understand	that	the	College	is	an	important	partner	in	the	future	economic	development	of	the	County,	and	have	
therefore	included	over	$23	million	in	the	Proposed	Capital	Budget	&	Program,	for	the	following	College	projects:	

 CP	2114,	Renovation	of	Kreiling	Hall	–	Ammerman	Campus;		
 CP	2118,	Renovation	to	Saktikos	Building,	Grant	Campus;	
 CP	2144,	Plant	Operations	Building	–	Grant	Campus;	
 CP	2145,	Warehouse	Building,	Eastern	Campus;	
 CP	2149,	Infrastructure	Improvements	College	Wide.	

	

	

	

	



 
 

ADDITIONAL	CAPITAL	PROJECT	HIGHLIGHTS	

The	Proposed	2016‐18	Capital	Budget	and	Program	contains	a	number	of	important	public	safety,	public	health	and	
infrastructure	projects	which	address	critical	needs,	including	the	following	projects:	

 CP	3244,	700/800	MHZ	Trunked	Radio	Communication	System	Upgrade		–	This	project	will	upgrade	and	
convert	the	current	analog	based	communications	system,	which	is	the	backbone	of	all	government	
communications	throughout	Suffolk	County,	to	a	digital	IP	based	communications	system.	

 CP	3512,	Public	Safety	Vehicles	–	This	project	will	fund	the	purchase	of	150	public	safety	vehicles.	

 CP	4087,	New	Patchogue	Health	Center	&	CP	4088,	New	Wyandanch	Health	Center	‐	Over	the	last	few	years,	
Suffolk	County	has	been	converting	existing	health	centers	to	the	federally	qualified	health	center	(FQHC)	model	
with	our	non‐profit	partner,	Hudson	River	Healthcare	(HRH	Care).		As	part	of	the	County’s	commitment	to	public	
health,	HRH	Care	is	provided	access	to	health	center	facilities	to	provide	services	to	our	residents.		The	leases	for	
the	Patchogue	&	Wyandanch	health	centers	are	expiring,	the	facilities	are	outdated	and	not	configured	to	
effectively	meet	patient	care	going	forward,	and	therefore,	new	facilities	needs	to	be	constructed.		HRH	Care	has	
submitted	applications	to	the	New	York	State	Department	of	Health	Services	for	the	Delivery	System	Reform	
Incentive	Payment	(DSRIP)	Program	to	build	new	health	centers	in	Patchogue	&	Wyandanch.		If	approved	by	New	
York	State,	the	projects	will	be	50%	funded	by	the	State	and	50%	funded	by	Suffolk	County.		The	Proposed	Capital	
Program	includes	the	50%	County	match	for	these	projects.	

 CP	7080,	Improvements	to	Cupsogue	County	Park	‐	This	project	provides	funding	for	improvements	at	
Cupsogue	County	Park,	the	second	busiest	County	facility	which	generates	significant	revenue	for	the	County.		The	
Parks	Department	is	working	with	the	Department	of	Public	Works	to	replace	the	pavilion	and	associated	
amenities		which	were	destroyed	by	fire	in	2014.			

 CP	5658,	Purchase	of	Public	Transit	Vehicles	‐		Funding	is	provided	for	the	purchase	of	vehicles	for	replacement	
pursuant	to	federal	life‐cycle	criteria	and/or	minor	service	changes	for	the	Suffolk	County	Transit	(SCT)	fleet,		for	
both	fixed	route	services	and	paratransit	service.		Funding	is	also	included	for	paratransit	vans	for	the	Disabled	
American	Veterans	Transportation	Network.		This	project	is	leveraged	with	90%	grant	funding.	



 
 

 CP	5004,	Strengthening	and	Improving	County	Roads	–	Maintaining	County	roads	helps	to	mitigate	costly	
reconstruction,	therefore	it	is	important	to	provide	funding	for	restoration	and/or	resurfacing	of	roadway	sections	
to	improve	surface	and	structural	conditions.	

 CP	5200,	Dredging	of	County	Waters	–	It	is	important	to	maintain	safe,	navigable	waterways,	therefore	funding	
for	dredging	projects	is	provided.	

 CP	5813,	Replacement	of	Smith	Point	Bridge,	Town	of	Brookhaven	–	The	bridge	to	Smith	Point	County	Park	
first	opened	in	1959	and	has	been	in	continuous	use	for	over	50	years.		While	interim	rehabilitation	work	on	the	
bridge	was	done	several	years	ago,	it	is	past	its	useful	life,	and	a	recent	engineering	study	concluded	that	the	bridge	
structure	is	in	a	deteriorated	state	and	that	a	full	bridge	replacement	is	the	best	option		This	is	the	kind	of	critical	
infrastructure	project	which	cannot	be	delayed	any	further.	

 CP	5739,	Pavement	Management	Rehabilitation	at	Francis	S.	Gabreski	Airport	–	Ongoing	pavement	
resurfacing	of	runways	and	taxiways	at	Gabreski	Airport	will	reduce	annual	maintenance	costs	and	help	preserve	
this	important	County	resource.		

	

CONCLUDING	STATEMENT	

The	Proposed	2016‐18	Capital	Budget	and	Program	reflects	not	only	the	progress	we	have	made,	but	it	gives	us	the	tools	
to	make	progress	on	the	major	issues	facing	Suffolk	County.		By	advancing	Connect	Long	Island,	we	will	create	the	kind	of	
environment	where	we	can	keep	our	young	people	in	this	region	and	we	will	invest	in	projects	that	will	create	jobs	and	leverage	
our	limited	funds	for	significant	additional	public	and	private	sector	investment.		Through	the	Reclaim	Our	Water	initiative,	we	
have	already	secured	$383	million	and	we	are	making	more	progress	than	we	have	in	decades	in	addressing	nitrogen	pollution	in	
our	water.		Because	of	our	fiscally	responsible	approach,	this	budget	makes	these	and	other	critical	investments	in	public	safety,	
Suffolk	County	Community	College	and	our	other	infrastructure,	while	still	coming	in	below	the	amount	of	serial	bonds	included	
in	the	2015	Adopted	Capital	Budget,	and	reducing	the	three	year	General	Fund	Property	Tax	Impact	on	our	taxpayers	by	almost	
17%.		I	urge	the	Legislature	to	return	this	budget	to	me	intact	and	continue	to	work	together	to	move	Suffolk	County	forward.	
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T 3

ADOPTED 2016-2018 
CAPITAL PROGRAM 

ADOPTED 2015-2017 
CAPITAL PROGRAM DIFFERENCE 

PERCENTAGE 
DIFFERENCE 

CAPITAL PROGRAM $1,039,826,963 $847,879,278 $191,947,685 22.64%

GENERAL FUND $28,971,016 $33,839,692 -$4,868,676 -14.39%

AVERAGE HOMEOWNER TAX BILL (1) (2) $55.05 $64.30 -$9.25 -14.39%

ADOPTED 2016   CAPITAL 
BUDGET

ADOPTED 2015 
CAPITAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

PERCENTAGE 
DIFFERENCE 

CAPITAL BUDGET $563,992,303 $433,398,111 $130,594,192 30.13%

GENERAL FUND $10,213,556 $9,323,093 $890,463 9.55%

AVERAGE HOMEOWNER TAX BILL (1) (3) $19.41 $17.72 $1.69 9.54%

 
Notes:

      TAX LEVY FIGURES INCLUDE DEBT SERVICE COSTS AND GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS.

      2015 FIGURES HAVE BEEN RESTATED USING CURRENT VALUATIONS  TO PROVIDE AN ACCURATE COMPARISON.

(2)   ASSUMPTION OF 18 YEAR LEVEL DEBT SERVICE WITH INTEREST RATES VARYING FROM 3% IN YEAR 1 TO 4.25% IN YEAR 18.  

(3)   SAME ASSUMPTIONS AS NOTE (2) EXCEPT THAT IT REPRESENTS ONLY THE FIRST YEAR COST TO THE AVERAGE TAXPAYER.

(1)  THE SOURCE FOR NUMBER OF FAMILY PARCELS AND CORRESPONDING ASSESSED VALUATION: SUFFOLK COUNTY REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICE, SEPTEMBER 2014.

PROPERTY TAX IMPACT - ADOPTED 2016-2018 CAPITAL PROGRAM

PROPERTY TAX IMPACT - ADOPTED 2016 CAPITAL BUDGET 
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