














 
 

While there are always worthy projects to pursue, it is critical that we live within our means.  That is why the Proposed 

2017 Capital Budget reduces the amount of projects funded by serial bonds as compared to the 2015 and 2016 Adopted Capital 

Budgets. 

Central to the 2017-2019 Proposed Capital Budget & Program are projects related to the Long Island Innovation 

Zone/Connect Long Island.  The Long Island Innovation Zone (I-Zone) is a plan to build out a major innovation and transportation 

hub by transforming CR 97, Nicolls Road, into a multi-modal corridor which will link the three branches of the Long Island 

Railroad, Stony Brook University and Hospital, Brookhaven National Lab, Suffolk County Community College’s Ammerman 

Campus, St. Joseph’s College, the Ronkonkoma Hub and Long Island MacArthur Airport, which will serve to connect us to the rest 

of the region. 

The plan will help make our community attractive to millennials, encourage the creation of high-skilled and high-paying 

jobs, and link our existing educational and research institutions with our downtowns through a world-class public transportation 

network.  This effort will help provide the physical infrastructure to leverage over $200 million in New York State capital funding 

which was included in the 2016-2017 Adopted State Budget to support a research and innovation corridor, reflecting Governor 

Cuomo’s commitment to improved regional planning and transformative thinking.   These funds invest heavily in our research 

institutions like Stony Brook University, Brookhaven National Laboratory and Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory.  The I-Zone will 

ensure Suffolk County has the physical infrastructure to improve access to these innovation centers and build on that investment. 

 The advancement of the I-Zone is a bold step in creating the kind of prosperous future and vibrant economy we want in 

Suffolk County to retain the bright young minds we educate here.   But in addition to planning for tomorrow, we must address the 

realities of today.  The Proposed Capital Budget and Program therefore includes a significant investment in projects which repair, 

maintain and improve the County’s existing infrastructure, such as strengthening and improving roadways, roof replacements 

and sidewalk construction.   This capital program strives to make the right investments to balance our present and future needs 

at the lowest possible cost for Suffolk residents.  I encourage the Legislature to adopt this Capital Budget & Program as proposed.  

My staff and I are ready to answer any questions you may have. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Steven Bellone  
Suffolk County Executive







 
 

Stony Brook University, Brookhaven National Laboratory & Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory – in order to create a quality of life 

ecosystem which is attractive to employers and millennials who have been leaving Long Island in record numbers. 

The build out of the I-Zone will be accomplished by the investment in projects that have long been championed by Suffolk 

County– the creation of a multi-modal corridor on Nicolls Road featuring a rapid transit system and a hiking and biking network 

connecting Stony Brook University to the Ronkonkoma Hub and to Patchogue Village, full buildout of the Ronkonkoma Hub 

downtown through investment in sewers and parking structures, a plane to train connection via a new terminal on the north side 

of Long Island MacArthur Airport and relocation of the Yaphank LIRR station to Brookhaven National Laboratory connecting this 

global institution to the region’s transportation infrastructure. 

The 2016-2017 Adopted New York State Budget includes more than $200 million in capital funding for projects in Suffolk 

County, which support a research corridor and the Innovation Zone.  This includes $131 million for projects at Stony Brook 

University for biotech projects, an energy research center and super-computing, $50 million for Ronkonkoma Hub infrastructure 

improvements, such as a parking structure and road realignments, $6 million for a federal customs station at MacArthur Airport, 

which will allow international flights and $25 million for Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory.   The investments proposed in this 

Capital Budget & Program will leverage this New York State funding by ensuring that we have the physical infrastructure needed 

to connect these innovation centers to one another and to our downtowns. 

CONNECT LONG ISLAND 

 Connect Long Island was created to help stem and reverse the trend of young people leaving our region.  This 

comprehensive economic development plan, concentrates on the main issues driving young people away: high costs, lack of 

transportation options, lack of quality, affordable rental housing, a lack of that type of housing in environments that young people 

want to live in and a lack of high paying jobs.    There are five major goals of Connect Long Island, which may be advanced with 

capital investments: 

1. Align land-use and transportation plans. 

2. Make supportive transit investments to connect existing and proposed developments. 

3. Develop north-south mass transit connections to increase mobility. 

4. Connect educational and research institutions and identify innovation zones. 

5. Connect new and existing recreational assets and downtowns. 

 





 
 

lanes, queue jumps, traffic signal priority and stations.  Funding for this project is leveraged by Federal Transit 

Agency funding and New York State funding through the Governor’s CFA program. 

� Reconstruction of NYS Route 110 as a multimodal transportation corridor/BRT will improve north-south mobility, 

and promote increased transit use.  This project may include dedicated bus or shared use lanes, queue jumps and 

traffic signal priority at key intersections and enhanced stations.  

� Infrastructure improvements for the Ronkonkoma Hub, a major transit oriented development (TOD) project in the 

Town of Brookhaven immediately adjacent to Long Island MacArthur Airport in the Town of Islip.  A private 

developer will construct over 600,000 square feet of mixed residential, retail, and office space on approximately 50 

acres of land north of the Long Island Railroad tracks at the Ronkonkoma train station, which will spur $600 

million in mixed-use development.   This capital project meets Suffolk County’s commitment to connect the 

Ronkonkoma Hub project to the Southwest Sewer District. 

� “Connect trails” which will help plan and implement an integrated series of hiking and biking trails to connect 

Suffolk County’s historical downtowns and existing trails with one another and more than 50,000 acres of parks 

and open space. 

� Additional projects funded include Infrastructure Improvements for Workforce Housing, Jumpstart Suffolk, 

Downtown Revitalization, Acquisition of Land for Workforce Housing and funds for construction of a pump station 

at the Huntington Station Hub.  

RECLAIM OUR WATER 

In 2014, my administration launched the “Reclaim our Water” initiative with three major priorities:  fortification of 

existing wastewater infrastructure; sewering of targeted areas, and pilot testing of alternative/innovative on-site wastewater 

treatment systems to replace cesspools and septic systems.  We identified several priority regions in Suffolk County to target for 

sewage upgrades:  densely populated areas surrounding the Forge River, Patchogue River, Connetquot River and Carlls River.  

Working with Governor Cuomo and our partners in New York State, Senator Schumer and our federal partners, Suffolk County 

has secured $383 million in state and federal financial assistance which will allow us to make the largest investment in 

wastewater treatment infrastructure in more than 40 years for projects to provide new sewer capacity to protect the Forge River, 

Carlls River, Patchogue River and Connetquot River.  Progress on these projects continued throughout 2015, and the County is 



 
 

poised to execute design contracts to be funded through low interest financing from the State Revolving Fund through the New 

York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC). 

The 2017-2019 Proposed Capital Program includes funding for these projects as follows: 

� CP 8134, Forge River Nitrogen Reduction Project – This project will construct a new sewage treatment plan and 

collection system in the Mastic-Shirley area.   

� CP 8139, Carlls River Nitrogen Reduction Project – This project will extend the Southwest Sewer District No. 3 

into North and West Babylon and Wyandanch.   

� CP 8157, Connetquot River Nitrogen Reduction Project – This project will extend the Southwest Sewer District 

No. 3 into the Great River area. 

� CP 8196, Patchogue River Nitrogen Reduction Project – This project will tie 648 additional parcels into the 

Patchogue Sewer system. 

A second phase of the County’s Septic Demonstration Program is currently underway.  The first phase which provided free 

advanced on-site wastewater treatment systems to nineteen homeowners in Suffolk County has been extremely successful.  

Eighteen of the nineteen systems were installed over a nine-month period and are currently being monitored by the Department 

of Health and wastewater industry experts.  The 19th system is being installed this month and will include a pressurized shallow 

draining field to provide further treatment and disposal.  These field tests are critical for approval by the Suffolk County 

Department of Health Services.  Identifying alterative on-site wastewater treatment systems which reduce nitrogen pollution is 

an important component of the Reclaim Our Water initiative. 

SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

� Suffolk County continues to make a substantial investment in the facilities and infrastructure of all three Suffolk 

County Community College (SCCC) campuses.  Not only has the County increased its annual operating budget 

contribution to the College, but major infrastructure projects have been funded and are underway, including: 

� CP 2120, Health & Sports Facility Eastern Campus – construction starting this year;  

� CP 2159, Learning Resource Center, Grant Campus – construction currently underway; 



 
 

� CP 2141, Renewable Energy & Stem Center , Grant Campus – funds appropriated, construction slated for next 
year; 

� CP 2189, Montauk Learning Resource Center, Eastern Campus – construction recently completed;  

� CP 2114, Renovation of Kreiling Hall – Ammerman Campus – construction funding to be appropriated this year; 

� CP 2144, Plant Operations Building – Grant Campus - construction funding to be appropriated this year; 

� CP 2145, Warehouse Building, Eastern Campus - construction funding to be appropriated this year; 

� CP 2149, Infrastructure Improvements College Wide - funding to be appropriated this year. 

� SCCC projects are 50% funded by New York State, allowing the County to maximize use of taxpayer dollars.  Funding in 

2017 has been included as requested by the College for renovation to the Sagtikos Building on the Grant Campus 

ADDITIONAL CAPITAL PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

The County has made important progress on several major projects which were included in previous capital programs and 

have been fully funded, including: 

� CP 3244, 700/800 MHZ Trunked Radio Communication System Upgrade  – Appropriation of $10 million in 

capital funding included in the 2016 Adopted Capital Budget was recently approved by the Legislature.  This 

project will upgrade and convert the current analog based communications system, which is the backbone of all 

government communications throughout Suffolk County, to a digital IP based communications system. 

� CP 4087, New Patchogue Health Center & CP 4088, New Wyandanch Health Center – Suffolk County’s non-

profit partner in operating County health centers, HRH Care, has recently been awarded over $21 million in State 

grant funding though the Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment (DSRIP) program.   This grant funding is a 50% 

match to County funding to construct/renovate County health centers in Patchogue, Wyandanch & Brentwood.   

The County continues to honor our commitment to public health and providing access of care to our most needy by 

providing access to health center facilities to HRH Care.   

� CP 8108, Outfall at Sewer District No. 3, Southwest – Bids on the replacement of the outfall pipe at the 

Southwest Sewer District plant will be issued this fall.  This has been a known issue which had not been addressed 

for years, and if the existing pipe fails, there would be additional nitrogen pollution into the Great South Bay.   

The Proposed 2017-19 Capital Budget and Program contains a number of important public safety, public health and 

infrastructure projects which address critical needs, including the following projects: 



 
 

� CP 4091 Equipment for Tick-Borne Illnesses –Tick borne illnesses have become a public health crisis in Suffolk 

County, especially the East End.  A new program is being proposed which will collect American dog ticks, 

blacklegged ticks, and lone star ticks from various locations.  Those tick specimens would then be analyzed for a 

variety of pathogens that cause human disease such as Lyme disease, anaplasmosis,  babesiosis, ehrlichiosis  and 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever (Rickettsia rickettsii).  Tick specimens would also be analyzed for pathogens using 

polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and gel electrophoresis.  Testing results would be documented and analyzed 

using the gel documentation system. 

� CP 8736, Mud Creek Watershed Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Project – The primary focus of this project is 

restoration of fish and wildlife habitat within the riparian (stream floodplain) corridor of the East Branch of Mud 

Creek, including freshwater wetland and upland habitats that were extensively degraded by the operation of the 

former Gallo Duck Farm.  The proposed aquatic habitat restoration work will take place on a 45.8 acre site located 

in Mud Creek Suffolk County Park at the headwaters of Mud Creek, an important tributary to Great South Bay in 

East Patchogue, NY.  This is a shovel ready project, with final engineering design plans and specifications already 

prepared, and required Army Corps of Engineers and NYS Department of Environmental Conservation construction 

permits issued. 

� CP 1139, Family Justice Center Addition to Cohalan Court Complex   

� This project will design and construct a one-story addition to the Cohalan Court Complex for a new Family 

Justice Center, which will host and consolidate available support services and legal agencies related to 

family violence cases.  The space will combine various partnering agencies within a Courthouse setting 

including the District Attorney's Office, the Suffolk County Police Department, the Department of Social 

Services, the Probation Department, the Sheriff's Office and advocates representing the County's victims' 

services agencies.    

� The Family Justice Center will provide an array of services for victims of family violence all under one roof. 

Currently, a typical victim of family violence must respond to multiple locations in order to obtain help, 

which may be frustrating and challenging.  The proposed consolidation will enhance collaboration and 

improve coordinated efforts in support of the victims,  to end the violence and further criminal prosecution.   

� The planning work for this project will be funded with Suffolk County District Attorney forfeiture funds.  

Construction funding is included in 2018. 



 
 

� CP 1664, Energy Conservation at Various County Facilities    
� Suffolk County continues to pursue an aggressive energy conservation program, both in new design and the 

renovation of existing facilities.  A multitude of projects have been undertaken, including energy-efficient 

lighting retrofits, replacement of heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, with equipment 

that is more energy-efficient,  improved energy management systems, and variable speed drives on pumps 

and motors, which can better manage motor speeds to save energy. The annual energy savings from these 

projects is more than 12.7 million (kWh), equivalent to more than 1,750 average-sized homes, and more 

than 914,000 therms of gas and oil, enough to heat about 1,300 average-sized homes for a year.  These 

upgrades have reduced the County’s annual maintenance costs by nearly $550,000.   

� Suffolk is committed to building on its energy-efficiency efforts, which included nine major projects 

completed from 2009-2015 representing annual savings of approximately $3 million.   The Proposed 2017-

2019 Capital Budget and Program continues a dedicated funding commitment for energy conservation 

projects. 

CONCLUDING STATEMENT 

The Proposed 2017-2019 Capital Budget and Program is an important step forward to build a stronger Suffolk County.  

This program makes smart investments to ensure that we can create an environment that is attractive to young people and one 

that gives them the opportunity for success.  It allows us to leverage significant State funding to build an innovation economy 

based on our incredible assets like Stony Brook University, Brookhaven National Laboratory and Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory.  

It begins the work of building a 21st century transportation network that effectively connects our innovation assets and our 

quality of life assets.  At the same time, it makes significant progress to tackle our water quality crisis and advances key 

infrastructure priorities throughout our county.   

In short, this program makes necessary, smart investments while keeping an eye on the bottom line.  I urge the Legislature 

to return this budget to me intact. 
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 ADOPTED 2017-2019 
Capital Program

Sources and Uses of Financing

Bond Funds (B) 
35.5%

Southwest 
Stabilization

9.0%

State Funds (S) 
2.5% 

Federal Funds 
(F) 38.6%

Transfers (T) 
0.001%

Sewer Bonds 
(X) 13.3%

Other (O) 0.5%

Assessment 
Funds (A) 0.6%

Sources

Health 0.4%

Transportation 
30.5%

Rec & Culture  
2.7%

Home & 
Comm 52.8%

Economic 
Assistance

2.3%

Gen Govt 
4.4%

Higher Ed 
1.0%

Public Safety 
5.9%

Uses























T 3

ADOPTED 2017-2019 
CAPITAL PROGRAM 

ADOPTED 2016-2018 
CAPITAL PROGRAM DIFFERENCE 

PERCENTAGE
DIFFERENCE

CAPITAL PROGRAM $1,074,343,175 $1,039,826,963 $34,516,212 3.32%

GENERAL FUND $25,814,234 $25,497,425 $316,809 1.24%

AVERAGE HOMEOWNER TAX BILL (1) (2) $48.21 $47.62 $0.59 1.24%

ADOPTED 2017   CAPITAL
BUDGET

ADOPTED 2016
CAPITAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

PERCENTAGE
DIFFERENCE

CAPITAL BUDGET $220,573,706 $563,992,303 -$343,418,597 -60.89%

GENERAL FUND $7,896,766 $9,069,367 -$1,172,601 -12.93%

AVERAGE HOMEOWNER TAX BILL (1) (3) $14.75 $16.94 -$2.19 -12.93%

Notes:

      TAX LEVY FIGURES INCLUDE DEBT SERVICE COSTS AND GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS.

      2016 FIGURES HAVE BEEN RESTATED USING CURRENT VALUATIONS  TO PROVIDE AN ACCURATE COMPARISON.

(1)  THE SOURCE FOR NUMBER OF FAMILY PARCELS AND CORRESPONDING ASSESSED VALUATION: SUFFOLK COUNTY REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICE, SEPTEMBER 2015.

PROPERTY TAX IMPACT - ADOPTED 2017-2019 CAPITAL PROGRAM

PROPERTY TAX IMPACT - ADOPTED 2017 CAPITAL BUDGET 

(2)   ASSUMPTION OF 18 YEAR LEVEL DEBT SERVICE WITH INTEREST RATES VARYING FROM 2% IN YEAR 1 TO 2.875% IN YEAR 18.
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