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THE SCOOP ON YOUTH 

  Annual  Youth 
Achievement 
Awards Diner  

“What I am looking for is 
not out there, it is in 
me.” (Helen Keller) 

On behalf of Suffolk County Ex-
ecutive  Steve Levy,  the Youth 
Achievement Awards Dinner was 
held at Villa Lombardi’s in Hol-
brook on September 18, 2008.  
This special achievement award 
is for those students who have 
achieved and overcome adver-
sity despite unbelievable circum-
stances.  Some of the adversities 
that were overcome were blind-
ness, deafness, brain trauma,   
major health issues,  teen parent-
hood,  and alcohol and other 
drugs, to name only a few. 

A highlight of the evening was a 
visitation and presentation by   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

County Executive Steve Levy who 
was very impressed with the 
achievements of the award win-
ners.  Also present was guest 
performer Brittany Maier, a 19 
year old self taught pianist,  who 
is autistic and learning disabled.  
She also plays any requested 
song with only six fingers!!   

The following honorees were the 
recipients including the school 
districts they represented: 

Naveed Ahmed, Three Village; 
Leslie Barth, West Islip; Peter 
Battifarano, West Babylon; Jas-
mine Benjamin, Wyandanch; Jes-
sica Boganowich, Northport; 
Sinthia Boquin, Copiague Wilson 
Tech; Taylor Bullwinkle, Bayport-
Blue Point; Daniel Coan, Western 
Suffolk BOCES; Jacquelyn Fass, 
S.C. Youth Bureau; Matthew Gon-
zales, South Country Central;  
Ryan Hascoat, Southold; Lakisha 
Hasty,  Brentwood; Kevin 
Hufsmith, Smithtown, Liam 
Humm-O-Mara, Eastern Suffolk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BOCES; Shawn Hyms, Sachem;   
Ashley Jackson, William Floyd; 
Thomas Jagacki, Sachem East; 
Trevor Johnson, Shoreham-
Wading River; Pablo Londono, 
Bridgehampton; Megan Pintauo, 
Sag Harbor; Alberto Quiroga, 
Bay Shore; Kathleen M. Sadd, 
Miller Place; Dora Sanchez, 
Western Suffolk BOCES; Domin-
que Sanders, Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES; Cara Schwartzberg, 
Commack; Lauren Snell, Center 
Moriches; Yasim Turkmen, Cen-
ter Moriches; Steven Verdile, 
Islip Middle School; Anna Wilk, S. 
C. Youth Bureau; Dominique Wil-
liams, South Huntington; Jacob 
Wolfe, Middle Country; and Wil-
liam Wunsch, Longwood. 

 

Pictured below are the proud 
honorees and we thank them 
for a “job well done!” 
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CHILI’S IN  HOLTSVILLE  

CELEBRATES  
CHRISTMAS DAY 

IN A SPECIAL WAY 
 
Christmas Day 2008 was a very 
special one at Chili’s in Holtsville.  
They opened their doors from 12 to 
2 PM to those children and their 
families who otherwise would not 
have been able to enjoy a Christ-
mas  dinner. Over 40 families were 
given a delicious meal in addition to 
the children receiving presents. 
 
What made this day even more spe-
cial was that the Chili’s staff volun-
teered their time in response to the 
spirit of love and giving.  We thank 
Mark Merlo, Manager and many oth-
ers for coordinating and taking the 
time to participate in such a spec-
tacular event. 
 
 

Pictured from left to right: 
Phil Labozetta, Todd Lichter, Lou Medina, 
Mark Merlo, Joe Frisina, and Sean Brooks 
 
 
 

 
MERCY CENTER  

MINISTRIES  
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 

OF SERVICE  
(AND MORE  …. 

 
Mercy Center Ministries celebrated 
it’s 25th Anniversary at Land’s End 
in Sayville on November 2, 2008 
with a delicious  brunch.  To make 
the day even more spectacular the  
first resident of Mercy Center was 
brought in from California.  Also a  
table full of former residents from 
over the years shared their stories  
about how Mercy Center had 
helped them in their lives. The sto-
ries were so profound not a dry eye 
was found. In attendance were for-
mer and present staff, community 
supporters, and County Executive, 
Steve Levy. 
 
Sister Mary Waters founded Mercy 
Center Ministries in 1983.  Two of 
the homes are for homeless teens 
with children and one is for home-
less/runaway single teens.    If you 
know of a teen that has run out of 
housing options, and needs a safe, 
structured and nurturing environ-
ment, call 758-7616 or visit 
www.mercycenterministries.org.  
Independent living skills are taught 
and,  comprehensive  case-
management and counseling are 
provided.  Admission is voluntary  
and teens can leave at any time. 
 

Pictured from left  to right at the 25th Anni-
versary Brunch: Sister Mary Waters, Foun-
der; Steve Levy, County Executive; Briana 
Taylor, Executive Director; Catherine Olin-
ger, President of the Board 
 

 

TOWN OF BABYLON 
YOUTH COURT … Hats off  

to the  members! 
 
Members of the Town of Babylon 
Youth Court have participated in 
community service projects above 
and beyond the hours they serve on 
the court.  Once again they  worked 
hard at raising awareness of Autis- 
sm by walking and raising almost 
$400 for the cause. 
 
They also held a goods drive to sup-
port our troops that are serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and collected 
35 cartons of items that were 
shipped for them by the American 
Legion.  The kids also made holiday 
cards and sent them to soldiers 
through the My Soldier Program.   
 

 
THE CHILDREN’S  

COMMUNITY HEAD 
START 

The Pilot Club of Sayville donated 
20 size extra-small bicycle helmets 
to the Children’s Community Head 
Start in Port Jefferson and Ronkon-
koma.  The Children’s Community 
Head Start provides a comprehen-
sive preschool program for chil-
dren and supportive services for 
families.  The bicycle helmets were 
distributed to children who are 
three to five years old. 
 
The Pilot Club is an international 
service organization.  Sandy Sacks 
from the Pilot Club’s Sayville Chap-
ter said the helmets were pur-
chased with money from the chap-
ter’s fundraising efforts including a 
fashion show.  The Pilot Club fo-
cuses much of its attention on brain 
related disorders.  Bicycle helmets 
are a way of “keeping our brains 
safe for life,” added Ms. Sacks. 
 
      (continued on top of p. 3) 
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Denise Karotseris, Director of the 
Children’s Community Head Start 
said, “We are grateful for the Pilot 
Club for their generosity and 
thoughtfulness.  The helmets are a 
great way to begin creating safe 
bicycle riding habits.”  (For more 
information contact Julie Wexler 
at 631-585-2020.) 
  

Sandy Sacks (Top Left) and Nancy Lowe (center) 
stand with the Children’s Community Head Start 
in Ronkonkoma with their new helmets 

 
 

TOWN OF 
SOUTHOLD 

 YOUTH BUREAU 
& YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

COUNCIL 
Fall Activities 

In October, the Youth Bureau and 
Youth Activities Council (YAC) 
partnered with the Town of South-
old Senior Services staff to host 
an “Intergenerational Fall Barbe-
cue.”  Over 50 seniors were 
served meals and entertained by 
youth.  In November, the Youth 
Bureau sponsored two parenting 
workshops at Town Hall featuring 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
entitled: “Spoiled Rotten—Are You 
Over-Indulging Your Kids” and 
“The Family Table as a Tool to 
Strengthen Families.” 
 
From comments made at the sum-
mer Youth Speak Out, “OPEN MIC 
NIGHTS” have been staged at the 
Town’s Recreation Center one 
Saturday evening a month to be 
continued throughout the year.  
 
 

Many talented youth have staged 
routines before their peers.  The 
Youth Advisory Council Assisted 
with the creation of the Town of 
Southold Youth Bureau website 
featuring announcements of up-
coming activities and highlights of 
previous events.  The Youth Bu-
reau Board has created and dis-
seminated forms to enlist re-
sponses from the community re-
garding programs and services 
offered to foster youth develop-
ment  The responses will be in-
cluded in the Town of Southold 
Resource Directory to be pub-
lished in the New Year. 
 
In December the Youth Advisory 
Council holiday party recognized 
YAC contributions.  YAC collected 
holiday gifts for Community Action 
of Southold Town (CAST) and 
baked cookies and made cards for 
residents of San Simeon Nursing 
Home. (The photo below captures the 
true holiday spirit of the Youth Advi-
sory Council …) 

DAY HAVEN  
High School Students  

Visit Elders 
Older adults have so much to offer 
Younger generations. Younger 
adults need guidance from older 
generations and need to feel con-
nected to their communities.  With 
this in mind, teachers from North 
Sachem High School contacted 
Day Haven Adult Day Services last 
year to propose an intergenera-
tional program that would utilize  
the talents and fulfill the needs of 
both generations.  Every month 
 
 

 since April of 2008, special edu-
cation students, ages 16 to 21, 
visited Day Haven, an adult day  
care program in Ronkonkoma 
serving frail elders and individuals 
with Alzheimer’s disease.  It is 
proving to be a win-win for both 
groups! 
 
The program is part of the stu-
dent’s citizenship class, reinforc-
ing the need to be a good citizen 
while introducing students to ca-
reer opportunities working with 
the elderly.  Through the program-
ming, students get to practice so-
cial, interpersonal and communi-
cation skills. The elders benefit 
from the ability to share their skills 
and life stories and experiences 
with the younger generation.  In 
our segmented society, this is un-
fortunately a rare opportunity. 
 
Special Education Teacher, Emily 
Frosina says, “Activities are 
planned to be fun and achievable 
in either small groups or pairs 
without assistance from teachers 
or Day Haven staff.”  Crafts are 
typically seasonal such as plant-
ing in the spring or no-bake bak-
ing in the fall.  Ms. Frosina adds 
that many students don’t have 
older adults in their lives and this 
gives them the opportunity to feel 
connected to older generations.  
Diane Van Velsor, the site supervi-
sor at Day Haven explains, “The 
elders benefit from the sense of 
feeling useful and needed, and 
often share stories with the stu-
dents about their own lives and 
experiences in high school.” 
 
Day Haven is not new to intergen-
erational programming.  Since its 
inception in 1984, it has shared 
sites with Early Discoveries Cen-
ter, a child care and learning pro-
gram for infants, toddlers and pre-
schoolers and the Children’s Com-
munity Head State Program.  For 
more information contact Julie 
Wexler at 631-585-2020, ext. 260. 
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NORTH SHORE YOUTH 
COUNCIL 

The North Shore Youth Council pro-
vides drug and alcohol free events 
for teens on the north shore.  The 
positive alternative events include 
Teen Band Nites where live local 
bands perform for youth grades 9-
12.  The shows are at the Robert E. 
Reid Recreation Center on Defense 
Hill Road in Shoreham. 
 
The teen Recreation Nites give 
teens a supervised, safe place to 
play pool, foosball, video gaming 
karaoke and just hang out with their 
friends.  The NYSC Recreation 
Room is located on the grounds of 
the Joseph A. Edgar School on 
Rocky Point Landing Road in Rocky 
Point. 
 
The Youth Advisory Committee 
gives youth the sense of empower-
ment by being part of a committee 
and volunteering their time and en-
ergy to help their community.  For 
more information call 631-744-
0207.  Website: www.nsyc.com. 
 

2009 Events (beginning 2/13) 
2/13 Teen Rec. Nite 7-10 pm NYSC  
         Rec. Room 
2/20 DJ Dance 7-10 pm Robert E.  
         Reid Rec. Center 
3/2   Youth Advisory Com. 6:30-8 pm   
         NSYC Rec. Center 
3/6  Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm  
         NSYC Rec. Center 
3/13 Teen Rec. Nite 7-10pm NSYC  
         Rec. Room 
3/20 Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm  
          Robert E. Reid Rec. Center 
3/30 Youth Advisory Com. 6:30- 
          8pm  NSYC Rec. Room 
4/3   Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm  
         Robert E. Reid Rec. Center 
4/10 Teen Rec. Nite 7-10pm NSYC  
          Rec. Room 
4/17 Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm  
          Robert E. Reid Rec. Center 
5/1    Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm 
          Robert E. Reid Rec. Center 
5/4    Youth Advisory Com 6:30-8pm 
           NSYC Recreation Room 
 
(continued on top of next column) 

5/8     Teen Recreation Nite 7-10 pm 
           NSYC Recreation Room 
5/15   Teen Band Nite 7-9:45 pm  
           Robert E. Reid Rec. Center 

 
         BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

OF THE BELLPORT AREA 
The 2008 holiday season was an-
other great one for the Boys & Girls 
club of the Bellport Area.  From the 
kick-off tree-lighting  at Sunshine 
Gardens to distributing hundreds of 
toys to needy families, they were 
once again  blessed.  
 
Many thanks go to local busi-
nesses, volunteers, and everyone 
else who contributed to assisting 
with presents and putting food on 
the tables of community families, 
giving them a wonderful holiday.  
 
A Kwanzaa Celebration was held at 
the South Country Library on Janu-
ary 29, 2009.  Kwanzaa is a commu-
nity celebration featuring music, 
song, kid’s crafts, and a ceremonial 
Kwanzaa candle lighting ceremony.  
A Karamu Feast followed with a 
community buffet supper. 
 
  

GIRL SCOUTS OF 
 SUFFOLK COUNTY’S 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

In 2009 families will experience 
amazing savings for summer camp 
at Camp Edey in Bayport and Camp 
Sobacco in Yaphank.  Both are op-
erated by the Girl Scouts of Suffolk. 
 
Camp Edey’s girls-only program 
features swimming, boating, fish-
ing, arts and crafts, talent shows, 
nature activities and more.  For 
more information about these excit-
ing opportunities, please visit 
www.gssc.us or call 631-471-1625. 
 
See  joyful picture on top of next col-
umn of the Girls Scouts of Suffolk 
County's Summer Camp    …. 
 

 

 
SUFFOLK NETWORK ON 

ADOLESCENT 
PREGNCNCY ON L.I. 

(S.N.A.P.) 
A Blueprint for New Beginnings 

 
On November 7, 2008, SNAP and 
Economic Opportunity Council of 
Suffolk collaborated to host the first 
Responsible Father Conference.  
This event was intended to promote 
responsibility and accountability 
among young men to teach them 
how to make responsible choices 
and to accept the responsibility of 
fatherhood.  In many ways, it was a 
call to arms for positive, dedicated, 
and focused men to stand up and 
debunk the misconception that men 
(particularly men of color) are not 
responsible fathers.   
 
The conference was attended by 
professionals working on the front 
lines of youth development who can 
attest to the wealth of positive 
young men who have not reneged 
on their responsibilities.  The day 
consisted of a panel of speakers 
brought in to share their expertise 
on fatherhood issues.  The over-
whelming sentiment of conference 
participants was that professionals 
need to make a greater effort to 
engage and involve young men in 
sexual health and decision making.  
Often, contraception and sexual 
 
     (continued on top of  p. 5) 
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health are thought of by youth as 
strictly female issues.  This belief 
has been detrimental to the proc-
ess and its monumentally important 
to keep young men involved and 
active in the pregnancy prevention 
process.  Furthermore, it is also 
very important to keep young men 
involved once pregnancy has oc-
curred.  Often, young men who are 
abruptly thrust into fatherhood, 
want to be good fathers and remain 
connected (in one way or another) 
to the mother, they simply don’t al-
ways know where to go for help or 
what resources are available to 
them.  This is where professionals 
must play a vital role in reaching 
out to young dads.   
 
One of the events that engrained 
optimism in conference attendees 
was the youth panel discussion 
which gave three young men the 
chance to share their stories, their 
lives, and their unique difficulties 
relating to being teen parents.  With 
a passion and articulation that de-
fied their ages, these young men 
were able to convey a powerful and 
compelling account of life as a teen 
parent. To paraphrase one of them: 
“I have made mistakes in my life, 
but I am accepting responsibility 
and making positive strides to-
wards achieving my life goals.”  It is 
this attitude that instills in us a posi-
tive outlook as we work with the 
male population.  
 
Overall, the conference went ex-
tremely well and many participants 
were enthusiastic about the pros-
pect of making this conference into 
an annual event.  It was indeed a 
day of healing, optimism, and a day 
to remember. 
 

Family Service 
League 

Holiday Gift Boutique  
Program 

The holidays were made happier 
for many Suffolk County families 
due to the generous support of indi-

viduals, businesses, agencies and 
community groups who support 
Family Service League’s Holiday 
Gift Program.  
 
This program gives parents in need 
the opportunity to shop and choose 
toys and gifts for their children and 
to be able to present them to their 
children on their chosen holiday.  In 
addition, parents pick out stocking 
stuffers, books, and other 
“goodies” during their shopping 
experience.  
 
The Holiday Gift Boutique was held 
at Family Service League’s Bay 
Shore, East Yaphank, Huntington 
and Riverhead offices.  In total over 
8000 toys and gifts were distributed 
to families in December 2008.  
 

BOY SCOUTS  
OF AMERICA 

 
99th Anniversary 

 
On Sunday, February 8, 2009, the 
Boy Scouts of America will cele-
brate its 99th Birthday.  It all began 
in 1909 when Chicago publisher 
William D. Boyce lost his way in a 
dense London fog.  A boy came to 
his aid and, after guiding the man, 
refused a tip, explaining that as a 
Scout he would not take a tip for 
doing a Good Turn.  This gesture by 
an unknown Scout inspired a meet-
ing with Robert Baden-Powell, the 
British founder of the  Boy Scouts.  
As a result, William Boyce incorpo-
rated the Boy Scouts of America on 
February 8, 1910. 
 
Since that time, the Boy Scouts of 
America has been weaving lifetime 
values into fun and educational ac-
tivities designed to assist parents in 
strengthening character, develop-
ing good citizenship, religious af-
filiation, and enhancing physical 
fitness in youth.  These values help 
form America’s boys and young 
adults to make good decisions 
throughout their lifetime and give 

them the confidence they need as 
they become an adult leader of to-
morrow.  Over these last 99 years, 
the Boys Scouts of America has 
positively influenced over 112 mil-
lion boys, young adults, and lead-
ers. 
 
 
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 

YOUTH BUREAU  
 

Youth Directions  & Alternatives: 
Adopt-A-Family Program 

Youth Directions & Alternatives 
(YDA) is a private, non-profit com-
munity and youth agency serving 
youth and their families in the 
school district of Elwood, Harbor-
fields, and Northport/East North-
port.  The YDS is for all youth.  The 
YDA staff works cooperatively  with  
schools, churches, libraries, police, 
service organizations, and other 
community groups to determine the 
contemporary needs of our youth 
and in developing programs and 
services to meet these needs.   
 
In December 2008, the YDA in con-
junction with the Ecumenical Lay 
Council of Northport/East Northport 
(ELC) coordinated its annual Adopt-
A-Family Program.  Participants 
were given wish lists for their chil-
dren, and these lists were then dis-
tributed to local churches, busi-
nesses and individuals who granted 
these wishes by shopping for the 
children. On December 22nd, fami-
lies were able to pick up their gifts 
in time for the holidays.  Because of 
the sponsors’ generosity and par-
ticipation, 84 children were  able to 
enjoy a happier and brighter holi-
day season.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a 
sponsor of the 2009 program, 
please call Rod Miller or Michelle 
Herzog at 631-261-7901. 
 
Continued on p. 6 …. 
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Tri-Community & Youth Agency/
Project FACILE: Holiday Gift 

For the past 15 years the Tri com-
munity and Youth Agency along 
with Family Service League’s Pro-
ject FACILE has brought holiday 
cheer to many Huntington families.  
Each year the Tri CYA and Project 
FACILE hold a holiday boutique 
where parents are invited to 
“shop” at no cost for gifts to give to 
their children for the holidays. All 
of the toys are donated by corpo-
rate sponsors, private donors and 
youth-initiated toy drives.  This 
very special program gives par-
ents who are struggling financially, 
the pleasure of presenting gifts 
that they have personally chosen 
to their children. This year’s Holi-
day Gift Boutique greatly impacted 
Huntington’s neediest families.  A 
total of 1,108 families were ser-
viced with two gifts each going to 
2,375 children, totaling 4,470 gifts. 
 
Project Excel: Mural Project  
Project Excel in collaboration with 
Huntington Town Councilman Mark 
Cuthbertson and the Town of Hunt-
ington Public Arts Initiative are 
creating a 4,500 square foot public 
mural captivating the spirit of 
Huntington.  The creation process 
started with 25 art students from 
different school districts unifying 
to create for their town and com-
munity.  These young artists were 
selected by Project Excel workers 
of the Huntington Youth Bureau 
from a pool of more than 300 com-
munity applicants. 
 
REACH CYA/Project FACILE:  
Millennium Hills   
REACH Community and Youth 
Agency is providing a safe, super-
vised evening social and recrea-
tional program for the youth and 
teens of the Millennium Hills Hous-
ing complex from 6 to 8 pm on 
Thursday evenings.  Millennium 
Hills school-aged residents are 
 
 
 
 
 

enjoying, enriching and creative 
activities that include holiday- 
themed    events, arts and crafts, 
board games, bingo, international 
cooking classes, story telling and 
puppet shows.  In additional, Pro-
ject FACILE is providing educa-
tional enrichment homework help 
to Millennium Hills school-aged 
residents on Wednesday evenings. 
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