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January 27th, 2014
4:00 P.M.
3rd   Floor – H. Lee Dennison Building


Representatives Attending:

DISTRICT			LEGISLATOR		REPRESENTATIVE

      2		        		Jay Schneiderman	            Susan Von Freddi
      3		      		Kate M. Browning		John W. Liberti
      4		       		Tom Muratore	                        John Rose
      6    		       	Sarah S. Anker                        Kathleen Weber
      7 		        		Rob Calarco		            Dennis Smith
      8	        		            William J. Lindsay III		Kay Cameron
      9		        		Monica R. Martinez		Marcos Maldonado
    10		        		Tom Cilmi			Robert Moses Kuri
    11		         		Thomas F. Barraga		Donna Periconi
    12		      		John M. Kennedy Jr.		Gina Coletti
    13		        		Robert Trotta			William J. Garthe
    15		       		DuWayne Gregory		John Diliberto
    
Planning						            Peter Lambert
County Exec. Rep./ Chair                                                      Carolyn E. Fahey
Staff                                                                                        Heidi Kowalchyk 
                                                                                                 
Representatives Absent:
     
      1		      		Albert Krupski                        Raymond Pickersgill   
      5		        		Kara Hahn			Barbara Russell
    14		        		Kevin J. McCaffrey		JoAnn Boettcher 
    16		        		Steven H. Stern		Walter Rabe
    17		       		Lou D’Amaro			Jennifer A. Casey
    18		      		William Spencer		Keith Barrett
 
  					






Adopted: _______________________

MINUTES OF THE DOWNTOWN CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL 

I. Welcome:  The meeting was called to order by Carolyn Fahey at 4:09 p.m.  

II. Consideration of the Minutes:   The Panel approved minutes from the October 28, 2013 meeting; motioned by John Rose and seconded by Kay Cameron. All members who were present at the meeting approved the motion.  Those who were not present abstained.  

III. Correspondence:  Carolyn Fahey reported that she has not received any letters from the four new legislators appointing new members to the panel.  She reminded those members to reach out to their new Legislator. 

IV. Speaker:  Michelle Isabelle Stark, Cultural Arts Coordinator, passed around handouts regarding application guidelines for Destination Downtown Grants and the 2014 Regrant Program.  Michelle noted that the Destination Downtown Grant is like the Creative Placemaking Initiative, and modeled after a Federal program called, “Our Town”.

Destination Downtown is a creative placemaking project providing two grants of $25,000 each awarded to an Arts Council for creative projects in downtown communities that help transform them into vibrant, beautiful and sustainable places with the arts at their helm. The focus for 2014 will be, Arts Engagement. Destination Downtown will invest in artistic and innovative projects in which communities work jointly together with their arts and design organizations and artists to improve their quality of living. Additionally, this also encourages greater creative activity which fosters a stronger sense of identity and place within the community. Whether a community member, art organization, artist or existing organization, Arts Engagement will support new art and performance space while strategically shaping an environment for social character and the essence of a cultural community.

In addition, the Community Arts Regrant Program will award up to $5,000 for smaller arts groups.  The program will be administered by the Arts Councils.  

In closing, Michelle expressed that Arts and Culture should play a strong role in revitalizing downtown projects.

V. Old Business:  Carolyn thanked members who came to the Northport tour.

VI. New Business: Carolyn reminded the panel that we have $500,000 this year for Downtown Revitalization Program. She encouraged the panel to think about funding larger projects with a required match and possibly a theme in an effort to fund projects that have a greater impact on the downtown.  Further discussions will be had at the next meeting.

Marcos Maldonado said he would like to see a redefining of what is a downtown and eligibility for the program. Peter Lambert and Carolyn Fahey said eligibility is now a stretch from the original program that targeted the traditional Downtowns. 
Support for a $50,000 minimum was expressed by several members. Peter Lambert said     he would like to see that applicants who are striving to be a downtown not only by their desire but by working with the local municipality to amend master plans and change zoning. Marcos also offered that he thinks we should take a look at match requirement and presented the question of will it impede Towns from getting applications in on time. Carolyn doesn’t think match will affect getting applications in on time; she thinks it may force the Towns and Villages to prioritize the projects they apply for.

VII. Give and Take: None

VIII. Public Portion:  No members of the general public were present.

IX. Future Meeting Schedule: Future meetings for 2014: 

February 24th, 2014
March 24th, 2014
April 28th, 2014
May 26th, 2014

X. Meeting adjourned at 5:11pm.  

