MINUTES OF THE DOWNTOWN CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL 

May 18, 2015
4:00 P.M.
3rd   Floor – H. Lee Dennison Building


Representatives Attending:

DISTRICT			LEGISLATOR		REPRESENTATIVE

      1		      		Albert Krupski                        Raymond Pickersgill
      3		      		Kate M. Browning		John W. Liberti   
      4		                        Tom Muratore	                        Robert Martinez
      5		        		Kara Hahn			Barbara Russell
      6    		            Sarah S. Anker                        Kathleen Weber
      7 		        		Rob Calarco		            Dennis Smith  
      8 	                                    William J. Lindsay III		Kay Cameron
      9		        		Monica R. Martinez		Florence Joyner
     10		        		Tom Cilmi			Robert Moses Kuri
     14	        		            Kevin J. McCaffrey		JoAnn Boettcher                                                                 
     15               	            DuWayne Gregory		John Diliberto    
     16		        		Steven H. Stern		Walter Rabe
    18		      		William Spencer		Keith Barrett
    Planning                               				Peter Lambert  
    County Executive Rep/Chair                                              Regina Zara
   

          
Representatives Absent:
    2		        		Jay Schneiderman	            Susan Von Freddi
    11		         		Thomas F. Barraga		Donna Periconi
    12		      		John M. Kennedy Jr.		Gina Coletti
    13		        		Robert Trotta			William J. Garthe                                                                                           
    17		       		Lou D’Amaro			Jennifer A. Casey
  
 

Also Attending - Heidi Kowalchyk, Contracts Management Analyst, Staff to Panel
		    

    

  					
Adopted: _______________________

MINUTES OF THE DOWNTOWN CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL 

I. Welcome- The meeting was called to order by Regina Zara at 4:11 p.m. Regina Zara  welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She invited everyone to introduce themselves and gave the Panel a brief overview of her professional background.

II. Election of Chair- Peter Lambert made a motion to elect Regina Zara as chair of the Panel; the motion was seconded by Walter Rabe. Regina Zara recused herself from vote. All members present approved. Motion passed.

III. Speaker- Ryan McGarry from the County Executive’s Office presented an update of the plans for the Suffolk County Marathon. This is an inaugural event created to highlight and bring business to Suffolk County’s downtowns and tourism assets. The marathon is geared towards promoting the economy through overnight visitation and race participation and is being marketed regionally. Ryan is the point of contact for the marathon that will start and end at Hecksher State Park on September 13, 2015. The race route will run through downtown areas.  The downtown areas hosting the race are expected to have special activities for spectators and there will be a Taste of Long Island event and Expo at the Park after the race.  Ryan noted that over 1,700 people have already signed up for the race. Marathon sponsorship information and race packets were distributed to Panel members. Members were encouraged to share information with their constituents. Net proceeds will be used to expand and enhance services for Veterans.  Ryan’s contact information is:
Phone:  631-853-4000    Email:  Ryan.McGarry@suffolkcountyny.gov

IV. Consideration of the Minutes from 3-23-2015 Meeting- JoAnn Boetcher motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Kay Cameron.  All members who were present at the meeting approved the motion; all who were absent abstained.  Robert Martinez and Regina Zara recused themselves from the vote as they were not yet members of the Panel.

V. Correspondence:  Regina read a letter from Legislator Muratore appointing Robert Martinez to the Panel. 

VI. Old Business
a.  Heidi Kowalchyk reported that a training session was held on April 15, 2015 about the Round 13 application process and guidelines.  She reported that 30 people came to the afternoon session and 8 came to the evening session.  Attendees reported that the sessions were helpful and informative. Several Panel members suggested we conduct a training session each year.
b. Heidi reported that the Round 13 application process is on track according to the timeline.  She has gotten several calls from potential applicants asking questions about their potential projects.  
c. JoAnne Boetcher reported that the retirement dinner for Carolyn Fahey went very well.  She asked all Panel members who had rsvp’d that they would come to the dinner, to please contribute toward the gift.

VII. New Business:  
	a./b.  Regina asked Panel members to suggest downtowns to tour,  	            	and speaker topics for future meetings.  Jo Ann Boettcher restated the purpose of 	the downtown tours which is to give Panel members the opportunity to see
 	completed downtown revitalization projects or projects that have been discussed 	by the Panel.  Kathleen Weber suggested a 	tour to Rocky Point. Heidi said 	Donna Periconi had submitted a request to have a speaker talk to the Panel about 	the Heartland project.  Walter Rabe asked for a list of downtowns the Panel has 	toured to date.  Heidi will prepare the list.


VIII.  Give and Take
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Walter Rabe asked Peter Lambert if he could provide copies of the book of Downtowns to Panel members.  Peter said he will bring some hard copies to next meeting and provide a link to the online version.

IX. 2015 Meeting Schedule: 
· July 13, 2015		September 28, 2015
· July 27, 2015		October 26, 2015
· August 10, 2015		December 14, 2015

VI.      Meeting adjourned: 5:15pm
