Water Quality Protection and Restoration Program (WQPRP)
Call for Funding Applications
January 30, 2015
The WQPRP Review Committee is planning to convene during February 2015 to consider funding requests.  
Applications are due in to the Water Quality Improvement Division of the Suffolk County Department of Economic Development and Planning by 4pm on Friday, February 20, 2015. Please send completed applications to WQPRP@suffolkcountyny.gov.
It is anticipated that the average award will be approximately $50,000 and will not exceed $125,000 of County funds requested.  Announcements of awards will only be made pending funding availability.  The WQPRP Review Committee is not obligated to recommend any projects for funding.  All recommendations will be decided by a quorum vote of the WQPRP Review Committee.
Priority Areas
[bookmark: _GoBack]While all project types listed in the Instructions may be considered, funding will be prioritized based on how projects demonstrate a clear ability to accomplish the stated objectives in one of the following targeted areas:
1. Projects that involve the remediation of nonpoint source stormwater discharges - for instance:
a. Demonstration projects for green infrastructure implementation on municipal properties 

2. Surface and Groundwater nitrogen reduction projects – for instance:

a. On-farm demonstration projects that work with farmers to implement best management practices to reduce nitrogen leaching and pesticide usage

b. Demonstration projects for municipalities and/or homeowners to implement best management practices to reduce nitrogen leaching and pesticide usage

c. Other pilot projects that demonstrate innovative methods to remediate groundwater

3. Potable water demand reduction - for instance:
a. Demonstration projects to reduce the seasonal demand for irrigation using potable water – projects may include innovative wastewater effluent reuse – for municipalities and homeowners

4. Protecting Estuaries of National Significance from large scale point and nonpoint source pollution.
Eligibility
The applications will be accepted from any County Department, any Suffolk County municipality and not-for–profit organizations.  Projects being proposed from private companies will not be eligible for funding.  Direct project costs will be eligible for funding.
Project Readiness
All approved projects must have a funding resolution adopted by the Legislature within one year of the award notice. All funding resolutions will specify that the project must be complete within three years of the adoption of the funding resolution. 
Matching Funds
All proposed projects, that are not solely Suffolk County department projects, will require a match of at least 50% of the total project cost.  The availability of the match must be demonstrated at the time of the application submittal.
Other Requirements and Criteria
Requirements
· An organizational budget, including expenses and all sources of public and private revenues for the proposed project.
· A list of potential metrics to measure the success of the grant over the grant period.
· Background information about the applicant’s organization and the qualifications of the project's key personnel.
· A copy of the organization's tax exemption letter from the IRS (for not for profits - IRS 501(c)(3) status).
Criteria
· Projects should address issues that fall within our designated categories.
· Projects should propose solutions that address the root cause of the problem(s).
· Projects should contain clearly defined and measurable outcomes.
· Projects should exhibit the greatest potential for success and contain the most beneficial use of this grant funding.
