Welcome To Hubbard County Park

Hubbard County Park,
situated on the south shore
of Flanders Bay between
Long Island's North and
South Forks, is a land of
transitions. These transi-
tions are evident within its
plant communities and its
dynamic hydrogeology.
Look for beach grass extend-
ing under pine tree canopy
and prairie grasses abutting
salt marsh. At low tide, a
"ghost forest” of Atlantic

White Cedar tree stumps
reveals a rising sea level's
eroding influence. Also
notice how Hubbard's wet-
lands are influenced by
ground water, and how its
10,000 year heritage has
altered vet sustained
Hubbard. These transitions
of habitat, hydrogeology,
and human lifestyle convey
a complex story from which
we can better understand
life along Flanders Bay.

Salt Marsh &
Tidal Creek

Incredibly expansive, a
quilt of varying textures,
patterns, and colors, is the
salt marsh that ribbons
Hubbard's tidal creeks. It
provides protection against
storms, absorbing wave
energy and floods, shelters
young fish, and feeds
wildlife. You'll notice its
cottony white fall ground-
sel near upper marsh edge
and the softness of salt hay
and summer sea lavender
where plants must tolerate
daily flooding.

Immediately bordering

the tidal creek, smooth
cordgrass and mussels grow
together. Also look for
clams and scallops on the
tidal creek bottom as great
blue herons and osprey
typically fly overhead. A
serious problem inflicting
other salt marsh systems,
sometimes the result of
dumped dredge spolil, is
the invasion of reed grass,
known as phragmities.
Once established it over-
whelms a salt marsh and is
very difficult to remove.
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Sandy Pine Barrens

Soll, climate, fire, animal browsing and human influences interact to form
an upland mosaic in the Pine Barrens. Wild blueberry and huckleberry scatter
under pitch pines, grasees and sedges provide a less dense understory as is s0

typical at Hubbard, and spring flowers of mountain laurels grow under oak trees.

Within the pine barrens, wildlife includes deer, fox, squirrel, chipmunk, red tail
hawks and a migratory bird _Sw:_mzo_\_. A rustling in the leaves followed by
"Tweet" usually indicates a Rufous-sided Towhee. Sharp angled cuts on plant
stems are a sign of rabbit, while blunt shredding is the sign of deer.
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© Turtles

Turtles can be found anywhere within Hubbard including
its roads. Turtles are reptiles and are cold-blooded, requiring
winter hibernation. After spring and-summer mating, eggs
are buried in sandy, shallow depressions. Look for curled
remnants of soft white egg shells, a box turtle along upland
trails, or basking turtles on logs. Turtles are distinguishable
by their shells:

Box Turtle - brown to olive and yellowish

Spotted Turtle - smooth black with yellow spots

Mud Turtle - smooth olive to dark brown

Diamond-backed Terrapin - polygonal with
concentric circles
Snapping Turtle - ridged shell; upper tail saw toothed; bites

{164

A 10,000 Year Heritage

According to archaeological evidence, ancestors of the Native American
Shinnecock Nation lived in small bands of 25-50 people. Living near such
places as sheltered tidal bays or inland ponds, they practiced religious cere-
monies, carved shells into lunar calendars, and developed a highly specialized
maritime culture. Shellfish, fish, and whale were harvested from tidal creeks,
bays and ocean waters. Also deer and other game were hunted, and such
wild foods as ground nuts, wild berries, and herbs were gathered and

minimally cultivated. 1800-1850

During the colonial period, Hubbard and the surrounding land was lost by
treaty to Southampton Town. After being divided into parcels, farmers cut and
hauled cordwood, raised chickens and cleared the land for more intensive
farming. When Hubbard later became a hunting lodge, pheasants and dogs
were raised. Along the trails, look for concrete "pill boxes" which are the
remains of old duck blinds, rusted tool implements, and thick phragmities
stands that indicate the presence of artificial duck ponds created by altering
water flow.

Time Line:

first European settlers arrive in Southampton
whaling and ship building become major industries

Hubbard divided by Southampton Accabog Division
Hubbard owned by Astor family

Hubbard owned by Hubbard family

Mill Creek Dam used to power a saw mill

Hubbard family adds Black Duck Lodge's center wing
E.E. Hutton renovates Black Duck Lodge

salt marsh ditching; Hubbard minimally ditched
Hubbard is designated as a Suffolk County Park
Hubbard included in Central Pine Barrens Reserve



 Items Of Interest _

Atlantle Whita Cadar - an evergreen with flat. and smocth branchee. It
I resiatant to rot and used in ehipbullding, Unlke Atlantlc White Cedar,
Eed Cedar hae bunchy, green branches that are slightly bristled. Ite
wood I8 used In making cedar closets. i

- Back Swimmer - an aquatic pond ineect that e boat-shaped,

Brown Tide - is & microecoplc algae that eometimes blooms

during summer monthe, Water turns from clear to cloudy brown adversely
effecting both shelifish and eelgrass. Brown Tide is of major concern to !
consummer as well as baymen. Many environmental factors are Involved In
Triggering blooms and ie thus not completely underatood. :
Dameelfly -a pond Inbect: whose wings close In a vertical plane unlike a
dragonfly's horizentally held winge, i A
Great Blue Haron - a pale, slate grey, large wading bird,

Lowbush Blueberry - a emaller, weet veralon of store-bought blusberrias,
Don't confuse them with huckleberrias that have larger white seeds,

Osprey - a large soaring bird that flaps elowly or ealls In fllaht over ealt
mareh with a shrieking call ,

Piteh Pine - an evergreen with three needles In a bundle,
Snowy Egret - a wading bird with a black bill and yeliow feet a8 opposed
to a great egret that hae black feet and a yellow bill

Tupela - a horlzontally branched tree found near fresh water ponds and
atreams, Red leaf tipe are a first sign of fall.
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Freshwater

Fresh groundwater enriches Hubbard with swamps,
bogs, ponds, and streams as it seeps through sandy pine barrens soils.
Wooded swamps are tree-dorrinated wetlands, seasonally saturated and
covered with sphagnum, a spongy green moss. Bogs dévelop along pond edges
where sphagnum moss, pitcher plant, and wild cranberries grow. Field guides are
handy for identifying muddy footprints 2long pond edges, ducks gliding along
the pond water, and wildflowers bordering a stream's edge.
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