
Suffolk County Aquaculture Lease Program Advisory Committee 

MEETING SUMMARY 
March 22, 2007 

Meeting Number 6 

Location:  Cornell Cooperative Extension Education Center – 423 Griffing
   Avenue, Riverhead 

Start/End: 4:00 p.m. / 6:00 p.m. 

Attending: Members
  Tom Isles, Gordon Colvin, Debbie Barnes, Karen Rivara, Martin Trent, 

Cornelia Schlenk, Edward Bausman, Arnold Leo, Gregg Rivara, Jim 
McMahon, David Conover, Vivian Viloria-Fisher, John Aldred, Carrie 
M. Gallagher 

Staff
 D. Davies, L. Fischer, J. Kohn, M. Mulé, M. Weiss, C. Einemann  

Other
Gregory Greene, Keith Brewer, Kim Paulsan, William Wise, Mike 
Osinski, Floyd Carrington, Bill Taylor, Kevin McAllister, Bill Pell, 
Kevin Anderson, Nathan Andruski, Laura Stephenson, Michael Kujawa, 
Jed Quaranta, “Barley” J. Dunne, Michael Commando 

Tom Isles began the meeting by giving a quick overview of the agenda.  A brief 
summary of the preceding meetings and what has transpired to date was provided.
Suffolk County handed out a packet to the ALPAC members containing: an agenda; a 
categorization of public comments from the kick-off meetings; a tentative SEQRA time 
line; minutes from the January 31, 2007 and the February 6, 2007 ALPAC meetings; as 
well as a transcript of the February 6, 2007 meeting. 

Summary of previous meeting comments:  Suffolk County distributed a summary that 
categorized the meeting comments as positive and negative.  Cornelia Schlenk raised 
the question that the list was incomplete and might be misleading.  She questioned 
whether it was worth having.  DeWitt Davies noted that all comments are posted on the 
website and are up for discussion.  Furthermore, the record for the February 6, 2007 
meeting was amended to reflect comments received by Mr. Floyd Carrington.  

Hydraulic dredging:  Arnold Leo stated that hydraulic dredging gives an economic 
advantage to the dredgers and puts the hand harvesters at an economic disadvantage.  
He voiced concern that dredgers will flood the market with product in seasons of high 
demand.  Several committee members recommended that is type of harvesting not be 
permitted.  Greg Rivara stated that the NYSDEC has prepared a GEIS on shellfish 



relays, which discusses the topic of hydraulic dredging and might be a good reference.
Debbie Barnes noted that the DGEIS was not targeted to aquaculture operations.

Shellfish Diseases:  this issue needs to be included. 

Moving Temporary Assignments:  Moving Temporary Marine Area Use Assignment 
holders to a new lease location would pose a hardship to oyster culturists because of 
the time it would take, the loss of identity for their product, and the uncertainties 
concerning the new site. 

Water quality:  In response to comments made at the February 6, 2007 ALPAC 
information meeting, Gregg Rivara read an e-mail from Dr. Robert Cerrato stating that 
hydraulic dredging would not cause hypoxia and that shellfish aquaculture would not 
impact phytoplankton or cause depletion.  Mr. Rivara submitted these e-mails for the 
record. (attached)

Lease locations:  Mr. Rivara addressed the comment from the previous meeting about 
all the leases would need to be surveyed by a licensed surveyor.   Mr. Rivara stated that 
using a differential GPS (DGPS) should be more than sufficient to mark the boundaries 
of lease plots and that Virginia, Connecticut and New Jersey uses DGPS.

Arnold Leo expressed concerns over how and who will be determining lease areas.  
Mr. Leo said that identifying areas for leases should be done with local input.  Greg 
Greene responded that this part of the program is still in the planning phase and input 
from the committee and local commercial fishermen is necessary and will be obtained. 

Karen Rivara suggested that a meeting should be set up with commercial fishermen to 
identify areas of fishing activity and that shellfish farmers identify all existing farms so 
they could be incorporated into the shellfish aquaculture program’s surface water use 
map.  Ms. Rivara stated that a lot of effort and time is needed to establish a good 
cultivation area and this should be factored into how long leases should be given. 

Mr. Leo expressed concerns over the identification of suitable productive habitat for 
shellfish.  Mr. Leo felt ground truthing is an important and necessary part of the 
identification process.  Mr. Greene responded that some ground truthing may be 
necessary, however, it is still too early in the planning process to initiate and will not 
be executed until preliminary shellfish cultivation zone areas have been identified.  Mr. 
Leo then asked if ALPAC will be able to review this methodology before it is applied.  
Mr. Isles assured that ALPAC will be closely involved and will provide input on this 
issue.

Greg Greene and Jeff Kassner then gave a brief overview of the Preliminary Draft 
Scoping Document.  Mr. Kassner explained how the scoping document was developed 
and identified some of the issues that will require ALPAC input.   



Gordon Colvin questioned why the Preliminary Draft Scoping Document discussed 
only one alternative to the “no action” alternative.  He felt that the range of lease 
options, such as size, location, duration, be provided as alternatives.  It was noted that 
the County will either have or not have a leasing program and that the development of 
the leasing program itself will consider the range of alternatives as part of the 
mitigation of impacts. 

John Aldred raised the question as to whether or not potentially positive and favorable 
impacts can be included in the GEIS in addition to adverse impacts.  It is likely that 
both will be included in the GEIS since shellfish aquaculture can have both positive 
and negative impacts.  (Mr. Aldred later submitted a written statement reflecting his 
comments – attached) 

Other issues raised included:  how will fishing areas be determined?; the US Army 
Corps of Engineers has issued a new general special permit for aquaculture; and that 
best management practices for shellfish aquaculture have been developed.

Mr. Davies advised ALPAC that the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) would 
like to participate in the scoping hearing.  Mr. Isles asked if there were any objections.
There were none, so the CEQ will be asked to participate. Any comments raised by 
CEQ will be addressed. 

A concern was expressed about the environmental impact of derelict gear and 
abandoned lease areas. It was expressed that lessees need to be held accountable and 
that performance bonds might need to be required.  If the lessee is required to remove 
all aquaculture gear, derelict gear should not be an issue. 

The method of notifying the local area about the upcoming scoping hearing was 
discussed.  It was recommended that the local weekly papers be notified of the hearing 
in addition to the official county papers. 

Mr. Aldred suggested that: an aquaculture plot rotation system, whereby the location is 
changed over time, be added to the list of mitigation measures, pinhooking and gill 
netting be added to types of fishing activity considered in the scoping document; and 
transient gear aquaculture be considered as one form of aquaculture. 

Hon. Vivian Viloria-Fisher questioned whether her position as a voting member of 
CEQ is in conflict with her membership on ALPAC.  Jenny Kohn remarked that she 
will look into this matter. 

The issue of Temporary Marine Area Use Assignments was brought up in the fact that 
there might be existing monitoring data at those sites which may be useful in 
determining the prior history of the study area. 

Tom Isles requested that members of ALPAC provide any additional comments on the 
Preliminary Draft Scoping Document to the County by April 2, 2007 so that the 



scoping process can remain on schedule.  The next step will be the preparation of the 
Draft Scoping Document on the DGEIS which will be the subject of the public hearing 
to be scheduled. 



Materials Submitted by Gregg Rivara follow:












