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NO FRACKING WAY 
Legislature adopts Hahn’s and Horsley’s bill  to prevent toxic  

hydrofracking waste from coming to Suffolk County 
 

HAUPPAUGE, NY – The Suffolk County Legislature this evening adopted a bill sponsored 

by Legislator Kara Hahn (D-Setauket) and Deputy Presiding Officer Wayne R. Horsley to 

prevent the acceptance of the hydrofracking wastewater by any of the County’s sewage 

treatment facilities.  Introductory Resolution 1228-2012, a bill Prohibiting the Acceptance of 

Wastewater Produced by Hydraulic Fracturing at County Sewage Treatment Facilities, was 

filed in response to a draft environmental impact statement being prepared by the State’s 

Department of Environmental Conservation.  In that report, Suffolk County’s Bergen Point 

Sewage Treatment Plant in West Babylon and four locations in Nassau County were 

identified as potential sites to process the chemically laden flowback waste products 

produced the during hydraulic fracturing extraction process.  

 

As the waste produced by hydrofracking is comprised of water and chemical additives, such 

as biocides, surfactants, viscosity-modifiers emulsifiers and other known carcinogens, the bill 

sponsored by Legislators Hahn and Horsley is seen as a proactive approach to protecting both 

the health of Suffolk County’s residents and it unique and fragile environment. 
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 “Just because we, in Suffolk County, are hundreds of miles from the frontline in a national 

debate over hydraulic fracturing doesn’t mean that it can’t potentially impact us here,” said 

Legislator Hahn.  “I sponsored this bill because no matter what position one has in the 

greater debate over hydrofracking, few would argue that sending the waste produced during 

this process to an extremely environmentally sensitive area like Long Island makes good 

sense.  Not only are Suffolk’s facilities not equipped to deal with the kind of chemical 

concoction used at fracking sites, but the potential for this untreated waste to be released 

into local waterways, the sole-source aquifer or the Atlantic Ocean is too great of a risk for 

the residents of Long Island to bear.” 

 

“Suffolk County has been on the cutting edge of environmental protection for decades and 

this legislation reaffirms that fact tenfold. I am proud to sponsor legislation with Legislator 

Hahn which prohibits the transfer of waste from hydraulic fracturing to the Bergen Point 

Sewer Treatment facility in West Babylon.  It is a home run which will protect Long Island 

waterways from harmful and toxic wastewater resulting from hydrofracking.  Suffolk County 

is unique in that we make it a priority to protect our environment so future generations can 

enjoy the same natural beauty we experience today,” said Deputy Presiding Officer Wayne 

R. Horsley. 

 

Referring to the waste produced during hydraulic fracturing, Suffolk County Department of 

Public Works Commissioner Gilbert Anderson, in testimony last week to the legislature’s 

Public Works and Transportation Committee, told members that “We don’t particularly 

want it  in our treatment facilities.” 

 

The resolution now goes to County Executive Steve Bellone for his signature.  With his 

expected approval, this bill will become county policy by the middle of April. 
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