STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR MULCHING

Definition

Applying coarse plant residue or chips, or other suitable
materials, to cover the soil surface.

Purpose

The primary purpose is to provide initial erosion control
while a seeding or shrub planting is establishing. Mulch
will conserve moisture and modify the surface soil
temperature and reduce fluctuation of both. Mulch will
prevent soil surface crusting and aid in weed control. Mulch
is also used alone for temporary stabilization in non-
growing months.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

On soils subject to erosion and on new seedings and shrub
plantings. Mulch is useful on soils with low infiltration
rates by retarding runoff.

Criteria

Site preparation prior to mulching requires the installation
of necessary erosion control or water management practices
and drainage systems.

Slope, grade and smooth the site to fit needs of selected
mulch products.

Remove all undesirable stones and other debris to meet the
needs of the anticipated land use and maintenance required.

Apply mulch after soil amendments and planting is
accomplished or simultaneously if hydroseeding is used.

Select appropriate mulch material and application rate or
material needs. Determine local availability.

Select appropriate mulch anchoring material.

NOTE: The best combination for grass/legume
establishment is straw (cereal grain) mulch applied at 2 ton/
acre (90 Ibs./1000sq.ft.) and anchored with wood fiber
mulch (hydromulch) at 500 — 750 Ibs./acre (11 — 17
Ibs./1000 sq. ft.). The wood fiber mulch must be applied
through a hydroseeder immediately after mulching.
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Table 3.7
Guide to Mulch Materials, Rates, and Uses
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Table 3.8
Mulch Anchoring Guide

Anchoring Method Kind of Mulch to
or Material be Anchored How to Apply

1. Pegand Twine Hay or straw After mulching, divide areas into blocks approximately 1 sq.
yd. in size. Drive 4-6 pegs per block to within 2” to 3” of soil
surface. Secure mulch to surface by stretching twine between
pegs in criss-cross pattern on each block. Secure twine around
each peg with 2 or more tight turns. Drive pegs flush with soil.
Driving stakes into ground tightens the twine.

2. Mulch netting Hay or straw Staple the light-weight paper, jute, wood fiber, or plastic
nettings to soil surface according to manufacturer’s
recommendations. Should be biodegradable. Most products
are not suitable for foot traffic.

3. Wood cellulose fiber Hay or straw Apply with hydroseeder immediately after mulching. Use 500
Ibs. wood fiber per acre. Some products contain an adhesive
material (“tackifier”), possibly advantageous.

4. Mulch anchoring tool Hay or straw Apply mulch and pull a mulch anchoring tool (blunt, straight
discs) over mulch as near to the contour as possible. Mulch
material should be “tucked” into soil surface about 3”.

5. Tackifier Hay or straw Mix and apply polymeric and gum tackifiers according to
manufacturer’s instructions. Avoid application during rain. A
24-hour curing period and a soil temperature higher than 45°
Fahrenheit are required.
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