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BARRAGA: NEWS FROM THE 11™ DISTRICT

ALWAYS REMEMBER
By: Suffolk County Legislator Thomas F. Barraga

The United States has always been a country experiencing constant and continuous change. In
large measure this has come about as a result of the sacrifices of those who currently serve and
have served in the military, in order to ensure our freedom and liberty.

As we in Suffolk County pay tribute to those who sacrificed so much, we in turn have an
obligation to them and ourselves to ensure that democracy in this country continues to remain
strong. That we are unified and remain a true beacon of hope and accomplishment for all of our
citizens—it is what they fought for; it is what they died for.

One percent of our fellow Americans serve in the military, protecting the remaining ninety-nine
percent. We owe them a great debt of gratitude and respect. We must ensure that they receive all
of the military resources necessary to effectively defend themselves, and us, and we must fully
provide the medical and technological resources to care for our returning wounded, both
physically and psychologically.

There are many men and women from Suffolk County who over the last fifteen years since 9/11
have served in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Some did not come back, others came back
severely wounded—all came back different from when they left. War changes a person in body
and soul and those memories are always close to the surface whether one is 18 or 80 years of
age.

Always remember we are Americans; we know the amount of love, sacrifice and pride over a
240 year period that have gone into the flag that flies above us. In spite of all the challenges we
face, we Americans will succeed and persevere as a nation- for failure is not an option as we
have learned from the sacrifices of those we remember and honor today.



