
A Conversation with Bridget Fleming 

 
By Stephen J. Kotz 

The newly elected Suffolk County legislator for the 2nd District, which covers all of East Hampton and 
Southampton and a small section of Brookhaven, talks about her goals for her first term. 

You were elected in November, and yet you have been named to several key committees, including 
chairwoman of the Ways and Means Committee. Sounds like you are going to be busy. 

I am and I wanted it that way. I’ve wound down my private practice, so the legislature will be my central 
focus. I wanted to be on committees that I thought would best help me serve the district. Although I 
asked to be on the Ways and Means Committee, I didn’t ask for any leadership position, so I take that as 
a real vote of confidence to be named chair…. The Ways and Means Committee is a major committee 
because it oversees just about all aspects of the operation of county government. I’ve also been named 
vice chair of the Health Committee and I’ll be on the EPA—the Environment, Planning and Agriculture 
Committee, Public Works, Transportation and Energy Committee and Public Safety Committee.  

What are some of your major goals in this, your first term? 

My priorities are focused on water quality, economic development, and health. 



Water quality is the engine that drives our economy, It has to be a focus, especially now that we are in a 
crisis. My job is to make sure the unique needs of the East End are addressed—and they are going to be 
different from those up west. So, by and large, the idea of sewers is not right for us, but we have to 
make advanced nitrogen treatment systems more affordable and figure out away to allocate funding to 
provide incentives for homeowners to put them in. We have to look at infrastructure improvements, 
runoff and the whole spectrum. 

If we want to keep our young people here we have to have vibrant communities that offer them jobs, so 
economic development is another area I will focus on. Gabreski Airport [where there is an enterprise 
zone] is obviously important, and I’ve already talked to Larry Cantwell in East Hampton. I’d love to 
support and encourage industries that have not gotten a foothold in our community that would entice 
young people; things like STEM, entrepreneurial technology, the film industry. 

Health is another area of concern. We’ve got everything from tick-borne diseases, methoprene spraying 
and problems with depression and substance abuse among our young people. 

The Democrats currently hold a working 12-to-6 advantage on the Suffolk County Legislature. How has 
that helped? 

I’ve been able to work with Al Krupski, my collegeague on the North Fork to get the legislature to move 
two weeks of committee meetings to the East End. I believe government works best when the folks who 
elect us can keep an eye on us and have meaningful input. What a discouragement to have to drive an 
hour and a half to Hauppauge to get in a three-minute appearance before a committee. 

Where did you develop your interest in public service? 

My family was very oriented toward public service. My father was a labor leader, and my parents were 
both active in the Catholic Church, everything from working at soup kitchens to lobbying for social 
justice. 

My first year of law school [at the University of Virginia] I was taking the Amtrak train from 
Charlottesville to New York and I was seated in the dining car across from an elderly gentleman. He and I 
talked for over an hour. I was talking about cameras in the courtroom and James Madison’s vision of the 
Bill of Rights and finally when we had finished I asked him his name. It was Robert Morgenthau [then the 
New York district attorney]. He pulled out a slip of paper, scratched his name and phone number on it 
and offered me a job in his office. I worked there almost 10 years. It changed my life. 

You recently endorsed Dave Calone who is running against former Supervisor Anna Throne-Holst for 
the Democratic nomination for Congress. Is there any message there? 

I was glad to join with my fellow South Fork elected representatives to endorse someone I think brings a 
lot to that race. I think Dave Calone is our best bet to win the general election.  
 


