
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

 
THOMAS J. SPOTA 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 25, 2016 
 

Court to consider tomorrow bail status of NYC man indicted in fatal DWI crash 
who made plans to buy a boat for trip to South America. 

 
A court hearing tomorrow (Tuesday, Jan. 26) in Central Islip will determine whether alleged DWI driver 
and New York City developer Sean Ludwick will spend his days in the county jail awaiting trial on a 13-
count indictment, Suffolk County District Attorney Thomas Spota said.  Ludwick was arrested by 
Southampton Town police at his Sag Harbor home last week soon after returning from Puerto Rico 
where he allegedly made inquiries to hotel personnel and others about his interest in a cash-only deal to 
buy a boat large enough to safely travel to South America.    
 
State Supreme Court Justice Fernando Camacho explained before remanding Ludwick to jail that the 
court had been notified of Ludwick’s activity in Puerto Rico by employees of the island hotel he was a 
guest at, and that the information prompted the immediate issuance of a bench warrant to compel 
Ludwick to return to court as soon as possible.   

Ludwick crashed his 2013 Porsche into a utility pole in Sag Harbor last August, fatally injuring 

his passenger Paul Hansen, 53.   An investigation by the Vehicular Crimes Bureau established 

that Ludwick removed the victim’s body from his sports car and then tried to drive away from 

the scene.  The heavily damaged Porsche and Ludwick - who police described as intoxicated - 

were found about a quarter mile away. 

District Attorney Spota, in announcing the indictment, said Ludwick’s blood had a blood-alcohol content 
of .18 percent four hours after fatal crash.   
 
The indictment charges him with aggravated vehicular homicide, vehicular manslaughter, manslaughter, 
driving while intoxicated, aggravated driving while intoxicated, leaving the scene, reckless driving, 
speeding, failure to stay in a single lane and driving on the shoulder or slope of the roadway.  The top 
charge of aggravated vehicular homicide is punishable by a sentence in state prison of eight and one-
third to 25 years, DA Spota said.  Leaving the scene of a fatal crash is punishable by a maximum of two 
and one-third to seven years in an upstate correctional facility. 
 
Tuesday’s hearing before Justice Camacho (third floor of the First District Courthouse in Central Islip) will 
begin at approximately 10 AM. 
 

SCDA COMMUNICATIONS 
(631) 853-4118 

Robert.Clifford@SuffolkCountyNY.Gov 

A criminal charge is an accusation.  A defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
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