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Teen pleads guilty and is sentenced for conspiring to attack Connetquot High
School

Judge sentences Christopher Franko to 3 to 9 years

A teenager from Bohemia charged with conspiracy for plotting to harm students at his former
high school pleaded guilty this afternoon to one charge of conspiracy second degree, Suffolk
County District Attorney Thomas Spota said.

At a court conference before Judge Stephen Braslow, Christopher Franko, 18, pleaded guilty to
plotting to assault students and staff at Connetquot High School in Bohemia.

Judge Braslow sentenced the teen to 3 to 9 years in state prison.

Citing Franko’s first arrest in 2007 when the defendant was 15 years old for plotting to attack
the same high school, District Attorney Spota recommended the defendant receive the maximum
eight and one-third to 25 years imprisonment.

In the 2007 case, Franko was adjudicated as a youthful offender and his file was sealed.
According to the indictment, Franko, between February and April of last year, attempted to buy a
shotgun, enlisted the help of others to buy firearms, made a diagram of the high school, and
performed internet searches to learn how and where to purchase gunpowder and how to make a
pipe and chlorine bomb.

A 17-year-old female, identified as a friend of Franko, remains charged with conspiracy second
degree for her involvement in the plot.
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Defendants are entitled to a fair trial with the burden on the government to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
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