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Sentencing tomorrow for man convicted of murder in death of soup 

kitchen volunteer 

  

A Manhattan man convicted of running over and killing the owner of a car he was 
trying to steal will be sentenced tomorrow, Wednesday September 7, in 
Riverhead, Suffolk County District Attorney Thomas Spota said. 
  
On the day after Thanksgiving in 2014, The victim, Dionel Ramirez, 69, of North 
Amityville, parked his Hyundai in a 7-Eleven lot on Pine Aire Drive in Bay Shore 
and left the car running with the door open while he picked up day-old baked 
items for a local food pantry.   The defendant, Edwin Gutierrez, 49, jumped 
behind the wheel and attempted to drive off, running over Ramirez when he tried 
to intervene.  Dionel Ramirez was pronounced dead at Southside Hospital in Bay 
Shore.  
  
Suffolk Homicide Squad detectives, with the assistance of the United States 
Marshals Service New York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive Task Force, arrested 
Gutierrez, of 559 West 156th St., on December 5 2014 - one week after the 
crimes. 
  
District Attorney Spota said the jury convicted Gutierrez of two counts of second-
degree murder; one count for committing the crime with “with depraved 
indifference” and the other charge for committing the crime of murder during the 
commission of another felony – auto theft.  Gutierrez was also convicted of first-
degree robbery and third-degree attempted grand larceny. 
  
State Supreme Court Justice William Condon (fourth floor of the Riverhead 
courthouse) will sentence the defendant.  The court calendar will start at 9:30 am. 
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A criminal charge is an accusation.  A defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty in a court of law. 
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