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SUFFOLK COUNTY 

SHORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM 

6 NYCRR Part 617 

State Environmental Quality Review 

 
Instructions: The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses become part of the 

application for approval or funding, are subject to public review and may be subject to further verification.  Complete Part 

1 based on information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any 

item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current available information.  

 

Complete all items in Part 1.  You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or 

useful to the lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

 

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information 
 

Name of Action/Project: Reaffirm status of inclusion of  Suffolk County Tax Map Numbers: 0504-004.00-01.00-

019.000 and 0504-009.00- 01.00-035.000, which are owned by Pal-O-Mine Equestrian Inc, into a certified Agricultural 

District 

 

Project Location (include map): The Subject Property as defined by Suffolk County Tax Map Numbers:   0504-004.00-

01.00-019.000 and 0504-009.00- 01.00-035.000 are located at 891 and 899 Old Nichols Road respectively in the 

Village of Islandia 

Brief Description of Proposed Action (include purpose, intent and the environmental resources that may be affected):  
 

The Proposed Action involves reaffirming the of status of inclusion  of  Suffolk County Tax Map Numbers: 0504-004.00-

01.00-019.000 and 0504-009.00- 01.00-035.000, which are owned by Pal-O-Mine Equestrian Inc,  into a certified 

Agricultural District.  The inclusion of parcels in a certified Agricultural District is subject to New York State Agriculture and 

Markets Law Section 303-b. 

 

The Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board reviewed an application from Pal-O-Mine Equestiran Inc to 

reaffirm the status of inclusion of  Suffolk County Tax Map Numbers: 0504-004.00-01.00-019.000 and 0504-009.00- 01.00-

035.000 into a certified Agricultural District. At their April 29, 2020 meeting, the Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland 

Protection Board recommended that the Suffolk County Legislature reaffirm the inclusion status of these parcels within a 

certified Agricultural District.  The parcels, totaling aproximately 1.80 acres, were determined by the Board to be viable 

agricultural land that would serve the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the 

district. 

 

Additional information regarding the Agricultural District Program is included in the attached Narrative.   In addition, 

information about the subject property is provided in the attached project location map and table.  Also attached to Part I of 

this EAF is information provided by the Pal-O-Mine Equestrian applicant that was part of their 2020 Agricultural Application 

to the Suffolk County Agriculatural and Farmland Protection Board.  This attachment, entitled "Narrative Addendum to the 

2020 Application of Pal-O-Mine Equestrian Inc…", provides supplemental information to some of the Part I EAF questions.  

Also in Pal-O- Mine Equestrian Inc.’s 2020 Agricultural District application it notes the following   "Initial inclusion of these 

properties into Agricultural District No. 3 occurred in 2017 by approval of the County Legislature, with Certification by the 

N.Y. Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets. Properties are part of and adjunct to an ongoing Commercial Equine/Horse 

Boarding and certified "farm operation" existing at the following properties in Islandia: 829 Old Nichols Road, 867 Old 

Nichols Road, 891 Old Nichols Road, 899 Old Nichols Road. No change to present uses or the intensity of present uses is 

proposed or anticipated. No construction is proposed or anticipated. Renewal application is made to confirm status of the 

properties in Agricultural District No. 3 due to pending litigation in regard to the County's SEQRA compliance with regard to 

the previous adoption." 

 

Pursuant to the New York State Agriculture and Markets Program,  Suffolk County must recommend that a parcel be 

included into a certified Agricultural District and then New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets must certify 

the inclusion of said parcel into a certified Agricultural District 
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Name of Applicant/Project Sponsor: Suffolk County Division of Planning and 

Environment on behalf of Suffolk County Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Board/August Ruckdeschel, Farmland and Open Space 

Administrator 

 

Email: 

august.ruckdeschel@suffolkcountyny.

gov 

Telephone #: 631-853-4717 

Address: 100 Veterans Memorial Highway, H. Lee Dennison Bldg. - 2nd Floor 

 

City/P.O.: Hauppauge  

 

State: NY  Zip Code: 11788 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, 

ordinance, administrative rule or regulation? 
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental 

resources that may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If No, continue to question 2.   

Yes   No  

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other 

governmental agency? 

 

If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets  

 

(Please note that this proposed action only involves the inclusion of the subject 

property into a certified Agricultural District.  Pursuant to the New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Program,  Suffolk County must recommend a parcel(s) 

to be included into a certified Agricultural District and New York State 

Department of Agriculture and Markets must certify the inclusion of the parcel(s) 

into a certified Agricultural District)    

 
 

Yes   No  

3a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action: 1.80  

 

3b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed: 0      

 

3c. Total acreage (project site and contiguous properties) owned or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor: 10.58 

 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining and near the proposed action:  
 Urban  Forest  Parkland  Agriculture  Rural (non-

agriculture) 
 Industrial  Aquatic  Commercial  Residential (suburban)  Other:       

 

5a. Is the proposed action a permitted use under the zoning regulations?  Yes   No  N/A  

5b. Is the proposed action consistent with an adopted comprehensive plan? Yes   No  N/A  

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or 

natural landscape? 
Yes   No   N/A  

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or adjoining a state listed Critical 

Environmental Area (CEA)? 

 

If Yes, identify CEA: 

      

 
 

Yes   No   

8a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels? 

 
Yes   No  

8b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action? 

 
Yes   No  

8c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the 

proposed action? 
Yes   No  
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9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements? 

 

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and 

technologies: 

      

 
 

Yes   No   N/A  

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply? 

 

If Yes, does the existing system have capacity to provide service?  

Yes   No  

 

If No, describe method for providing potable water: 

      

 
 

Yes   No   N/A  

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities? 

 

If Yes, does the existing system have capacity to provide service? 

Yes   No  

 

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: 

      

 
 

Yes   No   N/A  

12a. Does the site contain a structure that is listed on either the State or National Register of 

Historic Places or dedicated to the Suffolk County Historic Trust? 

  

Yes   No  

12b. Is the proposed action located in an archeological sensitive area? Yes   No  

  

13a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed 

action, contain wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local 

agency? 

 

Yes   No  

13b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or 

waterbody? 

 

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or 

acres: 

      

 

 
 

Yes   No  

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site (check all that apply):    

 Shoreline  Forest  Agricultural/grasslands  Early/mid-successional 

 Wetland  Urban  Suburban  

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal or associated habitats, 

listed by the State or Federal government as threatened or endangered? 
Yes   No  

16. Is the project site located in the 100 year flood plain?    Yes   No  





SUFFOLK COUNTY 

SHORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM 
6 NYCRR Part 617 

State Environmental Quality Review 

 

NARRATIVE  

 

 

New York State Agriculture and Markets Law (NYS AML) Article 25-AA 

provides for a locally-initiated mechanism for the protection and enhancement of New 

York State’s agricultural land as a viable segment of its local and state economies and as 

an economic and environmental resource of major importance.  The Agricultural Districts 

Program is articulated by this law wherein viable agricultural land may be included 

within a certified Agricultural District affording certain benefits and protections in order 

to perpetuate farming. 

 

NYS AML Section 303-b allows County legislative bodies the opportunity to 

designate an annual thirty-day period within which a land owner may request the 

inclusion of land, which is predominantly viable agricultural land, within an existing 

certified Agricultural District.  The County designated the month of March as the annual 

thirty-day period for 2020, as per Resolution No. 688-2013. 

 

The Suffolk County Agricutural and Farmland Protection Board reviewed an 

application from Pal-O-Mine Equestrian Inc. totaling 2 parcels of land for reaffirmed 

inclusion within  a certified Agricultural District at their April 29, 2020 meeting. The 

Board recommended these parcels (1.80 acres) of land to be reaffirmed into certified 

Agricultural District 3. The parcels are located within the Village of Islandia, Town of 

Islip.  For additional information about the subject property please see the attached map 

and table.  It was determined by the Board to be viable agricultural land that would serve 

the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the 

districts. Please note that all actions on properties included in an Agricultural District 

continue to be subject to local zoning and subdivision regulations and that this 

designation does not preclude adherance to such local regulations.  

 

Please note that while not required by the Part I of the EAF for the action of 

including the subject property into an existing Agricultural District, all of the questions 

were answered to provide additional site-specific information.  As indicated in Part I of 

the EAF, the subject property is not located in or adjacent to: a Critical Environmental 

Area (CEA), mapped freshwater or tidal wetlands, a flood plain or an historic district.  In 

addition, the proposed action will not result in additional water use, wastewater 

generation or substantial increases in traffic.  The Part I EAF does note that the project is 

in an archaeological sensitive area.  This is based on the New York State Parks 

Recreation and Historic Preservation Office’s (SHPO) Cultural Resource Information 

System (CRIS).  As noted in CRIS, Archaeological Sensitive Areas are based on a “layer 

to view buffer areas around archaeological sites that are recorded by SHPO.  Because 

these areas are only based on proximity, locations within these areas may not be 

archaeologically sensitive, and locations outside these areas may be archaeologically 



sensitive.”  In addition, it should be noted that the subject property is a previously 

disturbed site and that the proposed action will not result in construction or changes in 

site use.  The proposed action will also not affect any applicable requirements relating to 

consulting with SHPO prior to any possible future construction activities. 

 

The Suffolk County Agricutural and Farmland Protection Board is in the process 

of presenting its recommendations by Introductory Resolution to the Suffolk County 

Legislature for possible inclusion into existing certified Agricultural Districts. Once the 

recommendations are approved by the Suffolk County Legislature, they are sent to the 

Commissioner of NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets, who has 30 days after 

receipt of the County resolution, to certify those parcels of land recommended by the 

County for inclusion into a certified Agricultural District. The Commissioner certifies 

whether the inclusion of predominately viable agricultural land, as proposed, is feasible 

and shall serve the public interest in assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry 

within these district(s).  

 



Farm PDR 

Info

Additional  

Application

Info Staff Comments

Application No. DSBL

Landowner 

Name

Farm

Name Property Location Hamlet

Subject

Parcel

Acreage

Enterprise

Type

Operation

Status

Duration

of Subject

Operation

Does the 

proposal 

involve an 

active 

commercial 

agricultural 

production 

operation?

Does the 

proposal 

involve an 

active 

commercial 

horse 

boarding 

operation 

and/or a 

commercial 

equine 

operation?

Are there at 

least 7 acres 

and at least 

$10,000 in 

annual gross 

sales?

Are there 

less than 7 

acres and 

greater than 

$50,000 in 

annual gross 

sales?

Are at least 10 

horses 

boarded/

stabled?

Is at least 50% 

of the farmland 

in agricultural 

production 

and/or used in 

support of a 

commercial 

horse boarding 

and/or 

commercial 

equine 

operation?

Does 50% of 

the included 

land include 

Prime Soils 

and/or Soils 

of 

Statewide 

Significance

?

Have the 

farmland 

development 

rights been 

purchased by 

a municipality 

or not-for-

profit on part 

or all of the 

farmland?

Capital

Improvement

s

in Last 5 

Years

Staff

Comments

0504 00400 0100 019000 891 Old Nichols Road 1.02

0504 00900 0100 035000 899 Old Nichols Road 0.78

Yes N/A
Yes 

(25)
Yes

Yes 

84%

RRS-2020-01 Pal-O-Mine Equestrian, Inc Pal-O-Mine Equestrian, Inc Village of Islandia

Food crops = ~0.3 acres

Horticulture crops = ~0.3 

acres

Non-Proft Equine = ~1.3 

acres

Existing 2-3 years

Yes. It is 

used in 

conjunction 

with Pal-O-

Mine's non-

contiguous 

7.4 acre farm 

at 829 Old 

Nichols Road.

No

Yes (see 

itemized if 

needed)

Yes. It is used 

in conjunction 

with Pal-O-

Mine's non-

contiguous 7.4 

acre farm at 

829 Old 

Nichols Road.

DRAFT - Master Staff Report Chart for 1 application received for 2020 Agricultural Districts Open Enrollment Period - NYS AML 25AA Request for reaffirmation of parcels included into an Agricultural District

Application General Information Property Description Commercial Agricultural Operation Details SC Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board Evaluation Guidelines

Prepared by SC Division of Planning and Environment 1 of1 April 29, 2020
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RRS-2020-01New York State Agricultural Districts Program in Suffolk County

§ARTICLE 25-AA REQUEST TO REAFFIRM
  AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT STATUS

Legislative

District No.

Agricultural 

District No.
Tax Map No. Acres Notes

10 3 0504 00400 0100 019000 1.0

10 3 0504 00900 0100 035000 0.78



lntro. Res. No. XXXX-2020 Laid on Table X/XX/2020 
Introduced by Presiding Officer, on request of the County Executive 

 
RESOLUTION NO.    -2020, AUTHORIZING THE 

R E AF F I R M E D  INCLUSION OF PARCEL(S) INTO AN 

EXISTING   CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT(S) IN THE 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK – 2020 – PAL-O-MINE EQUESTRIAN, 

INC. (SCTM NO. 0504-004.00-01.00-019.000, 0504-009.00-

01.00-035.000) 
 

WHEREAS,  Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 

provides for  a locally-initiated mechanism for  the  protection and enhancement  of New York 
State's  agricultural land  as  a  viable segment  of  the  local and  state  economies  and as an 
economic and environmental resource of major importance; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 

established and articulates the Agricultural Districts Program, wherein viable agricultural land 
included within a certified Agricultural District receives certain benefits and protections in order 
to perpetuate farming; and 

 
WHEREAS, Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law was 

amended in 2003 to include Section 303-B which allows county legislative bodies the opportunity 
to designate an annual thirty-day period within which a land owner may submit a request for 
inclusion of land which is predominantly viable agricultural land within an existing certified 
Agricultural District; and 

 
WHEREAS, Suffolk County does contain Agricultural Districts; and  

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 688-2013 designated March as the thirty-day period  

starting in 2014 within which a land owner may submit a request for inclusion of land that is 
predominantly viable agricultural land within a certified Agricultural District; and 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 633-2017 authorized the inclusion of the parcels (SCTM 

NOS. 0504- 004.00-01.00-019.000, 0504-009.00-01.00-035.000) owned by Pal-O-Mine 
Equestrian, Inc. into Agricultural District No. 3 in the Village of Islandia; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 303-b under Article 25-AA of the New York 

State Agriculture and Markets Law, New York State Agriculture and Markets certified the 
inclusion of these parcels in Agricultural District No. 3 on August 8, 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, under Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets 

Law, the County received a request to reaffirm the status of inclusion in Agricultural District 
number 3 in the Village of Islandia.  Said request pertains to the following two parcels currently 
in Agricultural District No. 3, as listed in Exhibit “A”; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board, at its 

meeting held on April 29, 2020, found that the parcel(s) identified in Exhibit “A" consist of 
predominately viable agricultural land and that inclusion of such land would serve the public 
interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the existing certified 
Agricultural District No. 3; and 

 
1st   RESOLVED,  that this Legislature hereby finds that it is in the best interest of the 
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people of the County of Suffolk to reaffirm the inclusion of the parcel(s) identified by Exhibit “A" into 
the existing certified Agricultural District No. 3, as recommended by the Suffolk County Agricultural 
and Farmland Protection Board; and be it further 

 
2nd   RESOLVED, that the reaffirmed and recommended inclusion of the parcel(s) 
identified in Exhibit “A" in existing certified Agricultural District No. 3 is hereby approved, adopted, 
and referred to the Commissioner of the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 
for review and cert if icat ion under Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets 
Law; and be it further 
 

3rd                RESOLVED,  that the Clerk of the Suffolk County Legislature is hereby directed 

to submit  this resolution including the list of parcel(s) in Exhibit “A”,  the  report  of the Suffolk  

County  Agricultural  and Farmland Protection Board, the tax map identification  numbers, and 

tax maps for each parcel of land  to  be reaffirmed and included  in  an  Agricultural  District  to  

the  Commissioner   of  the  New  York  State Department of Agriculture and Markets; and be it 

further 

 

4th  RESOLVED, that Suffolk County, as SEQRA Lead Agency, hereby classifies the 

proposal as an Unlisted Action under the provisions of Title 6 NYCRR Part 617 and Chapter 450 of 

the Suffolk County Code; and, be it further 

 

5th RESOLVED, that Suffolk County, as SEQRA Lead Agency, hereby finds and 

determines that the proposal, pursuant to Title 6 NYCRR Part 617 and Chapter 450 of the Suffolk 

County Code, will not have significant adverse impacts on the environment for the following reasons: 

 

1. the proposed action will not exceed any of the criteria in Section 617.7 of Title 6 

NYCRR which sets forth thresholds for determining significant effect on the  

environment, as demonstrated in the Environmental Assessment Form;  

 

2. the proposal does not appear to significantly threaten any unique or highly 

valuable environmental or cultural resources as identified in or regulated by the 

Environmental Conservation Law of the State of New York or the Suffolk County 

Charter and Code; 

 

3. the subject property does not appear to suffer from any severe Environmental 

development constraints (limiting soil properties, a high groundwater table, 

and/or unmanageable slopes); and, be it further 

 

6th RESOLVED, that Suffolk County hereby adopts a determination of non-significance 

(negative declaration) and the Council of Environmental Quality is hereby directed to circulate and 

file all necessary notices in accordance with this resolution 

 
DATED: 

 
 
 
  APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 
 
  ____________________________ 
  County Executive of Suffolk County 
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 DATE:
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Exhibit A 

 
Parcel(s) Approved for Inclusion in Existing Certified Agricultural 

District(s) 
 

Tax Map Number Name Acres 

Agricultural 
District 
Number 

0504-004.00-01.00-019.000   Pal O Mine Equestrian, Inc. 1.02 3 

0504-009.00-01.00-035.000 Pal O Mine Equestrian, Inc. 0.78 3 

  TOTAL ACRES 1.80   
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