
 

WHERE ARE 

THE STRAWS? 
   Effective January 1, 2020, 

Suffolk County Local Law No. 
20-2019 requires that food  

service establishments provide 
single-use beverage straws 

and stirrers to customers     
upon request only. 

 Additionally, all beverage 
straws and stirrers provided 

upon request must be         
biodegradable and/or       

backyard compostable. 

The County of Suffolk is a  
national leader in environ-

mental protection, as it 
strives to   protect the natural 

resources and beauty of  
Long Island.  

Acceptable Alternatives: 

 Disposable, single-use paper 
straws 

 Reusable straws made of metal, 
glass, silicone, or bamboo 

 Many people also choose not to 
take a straw at all! 

 

Contact the Suffolk County Department of Health Ser-
vices with any questions: 631) 852-5999 

php@suffolkcountyny.gov 

Steven Bellone 
County Executive 

Suffolk County Legislature 

Gregson H. Pigott,  
MD, MPH 

Commissioner  

 Straws contribute 
to plastic pollution 
that litters the 
ground and clogs 
oceans, rivers, and 
waterways. 

 
 Plastic straws are 

among the top 10 
pollution debris 
items found on 
beaches. 

 
 Straws are fre-

quently ingested by 
marine life, causing 
adverse life effects, 
and possibly death. 

 
 A number of alter-

natives to plastic 
straws already   
exist. 

WHY? 


